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1. Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana has been launched for__:
[A] providing housing loan to poor people at cheaper interest rates
[B] Promoting women’s Self Help Groups in backward areas
[C] promoting financial inclusion in the country
[D] providing financial help to marginalised communities

Answer: promoting financial inclusion in the country
To achieve greater financial inclusion, Pradhanmantri Jan-Dhan Yojana was announced by PM
Narendra Modi on 15 August 2014.
http://www.gktoday.in/pradhan-mantri-jan-dhan-yojana/
2. With Reference to the Fourteenth Finance Commission, which of the following statements is/are
correct?
1.

It has increased the share of States in the central divisible pool from 32 percent to 42 percent

2.

It has made recommendations concerning sector-specific grants
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 only
[C] Both 1 and 2
[D] Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: 1 Only
The FFC has radically enhanced the share of the states in the central divisible pool from the
current 32 percent to 42 per cent which is the biggest ever increase in vertical tax devolution. FFC
has not only subsumed both plan and non-plan expenditure, but also has not given any sectoral
grants
3. The ‘Fortaleza Declaration’ recently in the news, is related to the affairs of:
[A] ASEAN
[B] BRICS
[C] OECD
[D] WTO

Answer: BRICS
The 6th BRICS Summit that was held in Fortaleza, Brazil concluded recently. The theme of the
Summit was Inclusive Growth: Sustainable Solutions. The participating nations Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South Africa jointly issued the Fortaleza Declaration.
http://currentaffairs.gktoday.in/fortaleza-declaration-6th-brics-summit-07201414088.html
4. A decrease in tax to GDP ratio of a country indicates which of the following?
1.

Slowing economic growth rates

2.

Less equitable distribution of national income
Select the correct option from the codes given below:
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 only
[C] Both 1 and 2
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[D] Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: 2 Only
Tax-GDP ratio is an important parameter of changing structure of government revenues and
taxation. Economic Growth Rate is the rate at which a nation's Gross Domestic product (GDP)
changes/grows from one year to another. A decrease in tax-GDP ratio would result when the tax
revenues grow at a slower rate than the GDP of a country. Thus, an increase (not decrease) in taxGDP ratio decreases the rate of economic growth. Thus first statement is incorrect.
The second statement {Less equitable distribution of national income} says that when income is
not equitably distributed, a small section of the society tends to pocket a big chunk of national
income. A lower tax-GDP ratio means lower tax revenues to government. Tax revenues to
government imply equitable distribution of national income. Thus second statement is correct.
5. In the South Atlantic and South Eastern Pacific regions in tropical latitudes, cyclone does not
originate. What is the reason?
[A] Sea Surface temperature are low
[B] Inter Tropical Convergence Zone seldom occurs
[C] Coriolis force is too weak
[D] Absence of land in those regions

Answer: Sea Surface temperature are low
Cyclones do occur in these regions but they are unable to sustain because of three main reasons:
1. Relatively cooler sea surface temperatures (around 24°C)
2. A northward positioned ITCZ that does not migrate below the equator
3. lack of seedling tropical waves.
6. Which of the following pairs of States of India indicates the eastern most and Western most State?
[A] Assam and Rajasthan
[B] Arunachal Pradesh and Rajasthan
[C] Assam and Gujarat
[D] Arunachal Pradesh and Gujarat

Answer: Arunachal Pradesh and Gujarat
7. Consider the following Statements regarding the DPSP/ Directive Principles of State Policy:
1.

The Principles spell out the socio-economic democracy in the country

2.

The provisions contained in these Principles are not enforceable by any court.

Which of the statements given below are correct?
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 only
[C] Both 1 & 2
[D] Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: Both 1 & 2
http://www.gktoday.in/directive-principles-of-state-policy/#Salient_Features_of_DPSP
8. In the Index of Eight Core Industries, which one of the following is given the highest weight?
[A] Coal Production
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[B] Electricity generation
[C] Fertilizer Production
[D] Steel Production

Answer: Electricity Generation
The Eight Core Industries comprise nearly 38 % of the weight of items included in the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP). Their decreasing weights are given below:
Electricity generation
Steel production
Petroleum Refinery production
Crude Oil production
Coal production
Cement production
Natural Gas production
Fertilizer production

10.32
6.68
5.94
5.22
4.38
2.41
1.71
1.25

9. Which of the following National Parks is unique in being a swamp with floating vegetation that
supports a rich biodiversity?
[A] Bhitarkanika National Park
[B] Keibul Lamjao National Park
[C] Keoladeo Ghana National park
[D] Sultanpur National park

Answer: Keibul Lamjao National Park
The Keibul Lamjao National Park is in Bishnupur district of Manipur. The Keibul Lamjao, the only
floating national park in the world, is home to the last of the brow-antlered deer (Rucervus eldii
eldii), one of the most endangered deer in the world.
http://www.gktoday.in/quiz-questions/keibul-lamjao-worlds-only-floating-national-park-islocated-in-which-state/
10. Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding National Innovation Foundation-India
(NIF)?
1.

NIF is an autonomous body of the Department of Science and Technology under the Central
Government

2.

NIF is an initiative to strengthen the highly advanced scientific research in India’s premier
scientific institutions in collaboration with highly advanced foreign scientific institutions.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 only
[C] Both 1 and 2
[D] Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: Only 1
National Innovation Foundation-India is an autonomous body of the Department of Science and
Technology, Government of India, based on the Honey Bee Network philosophy, which provides
institutional support to grassroots innovators and outstanding traditional knowledge holders
from the unorganized sector of the society.
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11. What can be the impact of excessive/inappropriate use of nitrogenous fertilizers in agriculture?
1.

Proliferation of nitrogen-fixing microorganisms in soil can occur.

2.

Increase in the acidity of soil can take place

3.

Leaching of nitrate to the ground-water can occur.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
[A] 1 and 3 only
[B] 2 only
[C] 2 and 3 only
[D] 1,2 and 3

Answer: 2 and 3 Only
Excessive use of fertilizers containing Nitrogen in the form of ammonia or other forms subject to
nitrification would produce soil acidity. Third statement is also correct.
12. With reference to the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN)
and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES),
which of the following statements is/are correct?
1.

IUCN is an organ of the United Nations and CITES is an international agreement between
governments

2.

IUCN runs thousands of field projects around the world to better manage natural environments.

3.

CITES is legally binding on the States that have joined it, but this Convention does not take the
place of national laws.

Select the correct using the code given below.
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 and 3 only
[C] 1 and 3 only
[D] 1, 2 and 3

Answer: 2 & 3 Only
First statement is incorrect because IUCN is not an organ of UN. Second statement is correct.
Third statement is also correct. Although CITES is legally binding on the Parties – in other words
they have to implement the Convention – it does not take the place of national laws.
13. The Fair and Remunerative Price of Sugarcane is approved by the
[A] Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs
[B] Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices
[C] Directorate of Marketing and Inspection, Ministry of Agriculture
[D] Agricultural Produce Marketing Committee

Answer: CCEA
Approval comes from Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA). The FRP is the minimum
price that sugarcane farmers are legally guaranteed.
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15. What explains the eastward flow of the equatorial counter-current?
[A] The Earth’s rotation on its axis
[B] Convergence of the two equatorial currents
[C] Difference in salinity of water
[D] Occurrence of the belt of calm near equator

Answer: The Earth’s rotation on its axis
Equatorial countercurrents are major surface flows that carry water eastward in the Atlantic,
Indian and Pacific Oceans. They are located near the equator and are sandwiched between two
westward flowing currents i.e. North Equatorial Current and South Equatorial current. They are
unique because they flow in opposite direction of the surface winds.
The equatorial countercurrents are driven by a distinct surface wind pattern in the tropics. Strong
westward trade winds result in westward surface flow in most of the tropical Atlantic and Pacific
oceans. However, several hundred mi. (km) north of the equator, the winds are much weaker. The
stronger winds to the south pile up water where the winds are weak. As a result, the surface of
the ocean can be up to 6 in. (15 cm) higher and the thermo-cline (region of strongest decrease of
temperature with increasing depth) as much as 328 ft. (100 m) deeper than it is directly to the
north. The excess water flows eastward under the influence of the Earth's rotation, giving rise to
the equatorial countercurrents. In the Indian Ocean the equatorial countercurrent is located
several hundred miles south of the equator, but is caused by a similar mechanism. In all three
oceans, the equatorial countercurrent is concentrated in tile upper 656ft. (200 m) above the
thermocline.
15. Place of Pilgrimage: Location
1. Srisailam : Nallamala Hills
2. Omkareshwar : Satmala Hills
3. Pushkar : Mahadeo Hills
Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched?
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 and 3 only
[C] 1 and 3 only
[D] 1, 2 and 3

Answer: Only 1
16. With reference to Rowlatt Satyagraha, which of the following statements is/are correct?
1.

The Rowlatt Act was based on the recommendations of the ‘Sedition Committee’

2.

In Rowlatt Satyagraha Gandhiji tried to use the Home Rule League

3.

Demonstrations against the Simon Commission coincided with the Rowlatt Satyagraha

Select the correct option from the codes given below:
[A] 1 only

[B] 1 and 2 only

[C] 2 and 3 only
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[D] 1, 2 and 3

Answer: 1 & 2 Only
The first statement is correct. Second statement is also correct. The Home Rule Leagues of Besant
and Tilak provided Gandhi with the principal means to whip up popular feeling against the
Rowlatt Act. In fact the radical members of the League were eager to accept a radical programme
of direct action against the British Government.
17. Among the following which were frequently mentioned in the news for the outbreak of Ebola virus
recently?
[A] Syria and Jordan
[B] Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia
[C] Philippines and Papua New Guinea
[D] Jamaica, Haiti and Surinam

Answer: B is correct answer
18. With reference to ‘fly ash’ produced by the power plants using the coal as fuel, which of the following
statements is/are correct?
1.

Fly ash can be used in the production of bricks for building construction

2.

Fly ash can be used as a replacement for some of the Portland cement contents of concrete

3.

Fly ash is made up of silicon dioxide and calcium oxide only, and does not contain any toxic
elements.

Select the correct answer using the code given below
[A] 1 and 2
[B] 2 only
[C] 1 and 3
[D] 3 only

Answer: 1 & 2
19. With reference to ‘dugong’, a mammal found in India, which of the following statements is/are
correct?
1.

It is a herbivorous marine animal.

2.

It is found along the entire coast of India

3.

It is given legal protection under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
a) 1 and 2
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 3
d) 3 only

Answer: 1 & 3
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Dugong or Sea Cow is a sea-grass eating mammal which is found in
waters of as many as 37 countries. It is now on verge of extinciton,
because it has been hunted for meat and oil. In India also, its meat is
considered to be aphrodisiac.
Maximum Population of Dugong is found in Red Sea, followed by the
Persian Gulf.
Largest Dugong was as long as 13.5 ft and was found in Gulf of Katch in
India. In India, they are found in Gulf of Kutch, the only population
remaining in western India and Gulf of Mannar. The Gulf of Mannar
Biosphere (GoMB) has the largest population of dugongs in India. They are also found near the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
With fewer than 200 dugongs (commonly known as sea cow) in its waters, India is strongly
encouraging its neighbours in South Asia to sign the Dugong United Nations Environment
Programme/Convention of Migratory Species (UNEP/CMS) MoU as early as possible.
Currently classified as vulnerable to extinction under the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species,
the dugongs are vulnerable to human-related influences due to their life history and dependence
on sea grasses that are restricted to coastal habitats under increased pressure from human
activities.
Reasons for the decline in population are: sea grass habitat loss and degradation, gill netting,
chemical pollutants, indigenous use and hunting. [GKToday GS Manual 2014 Environment]
20. Who of the following was/were economic critic/critics of colonialism in India?
1.

Dadabhai Naoroji

2.

G. Subramania Iyer

3.

R. C. Dutt

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
[A] 1 only
[B] 1 and 2 only
[C] 2 and 3 only
[D] 1,2 and 3

Answer: 1, 2 & 3
21. Which one of the following issues the “Global Economic Prospects” report periodically?
[A] The Asian Development Bank
[B] The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
[C] The US Federal Reserve Bank
[D] The World Bank

Answer: D World Bank
22. When the Reserve Bank of India reduces the Statutory Liquidity by 50 basis points, which of the
following is likely to happen?
[A] India’s GDP growth rate increases drastically
[B] Foreign Institutional Investors may bring more capital into our country
[C] Scheduled Commercial Banks may cut their lending rates
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[D] It may drastically reduce the liquidity to the banking system.

Answer: Scheduled Commercial Banks may cut their lending rates
23. With reference to the use of nanotechnology in health sector, which of the following statements is/are
correct?
1.

Targeted drug delivery is made possible by nanotechnology

2.

Nanotechnology can largely contribute to gene therapy

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 only
[C] Both 1 and 2
[D] Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: Both are correct statements.
24. In India, markets in agricultural products are regulated under the
[A] Essential Commodities Act, 1955
[B] Agricultural Produce Market Committee Act enacted by States
[C] Agricultural Produce (Grading and Marking) Act, 1937
[D] Food Products Order, 1956 and Meat and Food Products Order, 1973

Answer: APMC Act
http://www.gktoday.in/apmc-act-2003/
25. Which one of the following is the national aquatic animal of India?
[A] Saltwater crocodile
[B] Olive Ridley turtle
[C] Gangetic dolphin
[D] Gharial

Answer: Gangetic Dolphin
26. With reference to Congress Socialist Party, consider the following statements:
1.

It advocated the boycott of British goods and evasion of taxes.

2.

It wanted to establish the dictatorship of proletariat.

3.

It advocated separate electorate for minorities and oppressed classes.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
[A] 1 and 2 only
[B] 3 only
[C] 1, 2 and 3
[D] None

Answer: None of them
27. Consider the following statements :
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1.

The Rajya Sabha has no power either to reject or to amend a Money Bill

2.

The Rajya Sabha cannot vote on the Demands for Grants.

3.

The Rajya Sabha cannot discuss the Annual Financial Statement.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
[A] 1 only
[B] 1 and 2 only
[C] 2 and 3 only
[D] 1,2 and 3

Answer: 1& 2 Only
Rajya Sabha can discuss but cannot vote.
28. The Government of India Act of 1919 clearly defined
[A] the separation of power between the judiciary and the legislature
[B] the jurisdiction of the central and provincial governments
[C] the powers of the Secretary of State for India and the Viceroy
[D] None of the above

Answer: The jurisdiction of the central and provincial governments
The Government of India Act of 1919, made a provision for classification of the central and
provincial subjects.
http://www.gktoday.in/government-of-india-act-1919/
29. Which of the following brings out the ‘Consumer Price Index Number for the Industrial Workers’?
[A] The Reserve Bank of India
[B] The Department of Economic Affairs
[C] The Labour Bureau
[D] The department of Personnel and Training

Answer: C
It is released by Labour Bureau.
30. In the context of modern scientific research, consider the following statements about ‘IceCube’, a
particle detector located at South Pole, which was recently in the news :
1.

It is the world’s largest neutrino detector, encompassing a cubic kilometre of ice.

2.

It is a powerful telescope to search for dark matter

3.

It is buried deep in the ice.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 and 3 only
[C] 1 and 3 only
[D] 1,2 and 3

Answer: 1, 2 & 3
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Buried deep within the East Antarctic ice sheet at the South Pole, IceCube is a particle detector
that records the interactions of neutrino. IceCube searches for neutrinos from the most violent
astrophysical sources: events like exploding stars, gamma-ray bursts, and cataclysmic phenomena
involving black holes and neutron stars. The IceCube telescope is a powerful tool to search for
dark matter and could reveal the physical processes associated with the enigmatic origin of the
highest energy particles in nature. In addition, exploring the background of neutrinos produced in
the atmosphere, IceCube studies the neutrinos themselves; their energies far exceed those
produced by accelerator beams. IceCube is the world’s largest neutrino detector, encompassing a
cubic kilometer of ice.
31. The terms ‘Agreement on Agriculture’, ‘Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary
Measures’ and Peace Clause’ appear in the news frequently in the context of the affairs of the:
[A] Food and Agriculture Organization
[B] United Nations Framework Conference on Climate Change
[C] World Trade Organization
[D] United Nations Environment Programme

Answer: WTO
32. With reference to ‘Near Field Communication (NFC) Technology’, which of the following statements
is/are correct?
1.

It is a contactless communication technology that uses electromagnetic radio fields

2.

NFC is designed for use by devices which can be at a distance of even a metre from each
other

3.

NFC can use encryption when sending sensitive information.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
[A] 1 and 2 only
[B] 3 only
[C] 1 and 3 only
[D] 1, 2 and 3

Answer: 1 & 3
The maximum working distance of NFC is less than 20 cm.
33. The area known as ‘Golan Heights’ sometimes appears in the news in the context of the events
related to:
[A] Central Asia
[B] Middle East
[C] South-East Asia
[D] Central Africa

Answer: Middle East
The Golan Heights also called the Golan or the Syrian Golan, is a region in the Levant. The region
is the disputed region between Syria and Israel.
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http://www.gktoday.in/quiz-questions/the-disputed-region-golan-heights-is-located-in-whichpart-of-the-world/
34. Convertibility of rupee implies:
[A] being able to convert rupee notes into gold
[B] allowing the value of rupee to be fixed by market forces
[C] freely permitting the conversion of rupee to other currencies and vice versa
[D] developing an international market for currencies in India

Answer: C
35. Consider the following pairs :
Medieval Indian State : Present Region
1. Champaka : Central India
2. Durgara : Jammu
3. Kuluta : Malabar
Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched?
[A] 1 and 2
[B] 2 only
[C] 1 and 3
[D] 3 only

Answer: 2 Only
Durgara is the ancient name of Jammu listed in copper plate grants. The ancient name Kuluta is of
Kulu rather. Champaka refers to Chamba.
36. Consider the following rivers :
1. Vamsadhara
2. Indravati
3. Pranahita
4. Pennar
Which of the above are tributaries of Godavari
[A] 1, 2 and 3
[B] 2, 3 and 4
[C] 1, 2 and 4
[D] 2 and 3 only

Answer: 2 & 3 Only
37. When a bill is referred to a joint sitting both the Houses of the Parliament, has to be passed by__?
[A] a simple majority of member present and voting
[B] three-fourths majority of member present and voting
[C] two-thirds majority of the House
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[D] absolute majority of the House

Answer: A; Joint sitting needs simple majority
38. Which one of the following regions of India has a combination of mangrove forest, evergreen forest
and deciduous forest?
[A] North Coastal Andhra Pradesh
[B] South-West Bengal
[C] Southern Saurashtra
[D] Andaman and Nicobar Islands

Answer: D
The forests of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, which are part of the Tropical Rainforests, are of
seven types: Giant Evergreen forests, Andaman Tropical Evergreen forests, Southern Hilltop
Tropical Evergreen forests, Andaman Tropical Evergreen forests, Andaman Semi-Evergreen
forests, Andaman Moist Deciduous forests, Littoral Forests and MangroveForest.
39. Which of the following kingdoms were associated with the life of Buddha?
1. Avanti
2. Gandhara
3. Kosala
4. Magadha
Select the correct answer using the code given below
[A] 1,2 and 3
[B] 2 and 3 only
[C] 1, 3 and 4
[D] 3 and 4 only

Answer: 3 and 4 Only
Avanti was not directly related to life of Buddha, so this needs to be opted out. We have read that
Pasenadi (Prasenajit), king of Kosala, was the Buddha’s contemporary and is frequently
mentioned in Pali texts. Kosala and Magadha were linked through matrimonial ties. Buddha
wandered through the towns and villages in the kingdoms of Kosala and Magadha teaching his
philosophy. Gandhara is not directly associated with the life of Buddha. It was expansion of
Maurya empire that Gandhara received much Buddhist influence, notably during the reign of
Asoka.
http://www.gktoday.in/quiz-questions/which-of-the-following-kingdoms-were-associated-withthe-life-of-the-buddha/
40. Which one of the following is associated with the issue of control and phasing out of the use of
ozone-depleting substances?
[A] Bretton Woods Conference
[B] Montreal Protocol
[C] Kyoto Protocol
[D] Nagoya Protocol
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Answer: B
“Montreal Protocol on Substances That Deplete the Ozone Layer” or simply Montreal Protocol is
the protocol to the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer. This international
treaty was designed to protect the ozone layer by phasing out the production of substances
believed to be responsible for ozone depletion.
http://www.gktoday.in/depletion-of-ozone-layer/
41. The arrival of Babur into India led to the
1. introduction of gunpowder
2. introduction of the arch and dome in the regions’s architecture
3. establishment of Timurid dynasty
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
[A] 1 and 2 only
[B] 3 only
[C] 1 and 3 only
[D] 1,2 and 3

Answer: 3 Only
The first statement is not correct. Gunpowder gave Mughals hegemony but it was first introduced
in north India probably during the fourteenth century by the Mongols who in turn got the
knowledge from the Chinese.
Arch and Dome was introduced much before arrival of Babur. The Turks used the arch and dome,
as well as slab and beam on a wide scale. Neither the arch not the dome was a Turkish or Muslim
invention. The Arabs borrowed them from Rome through the Byzantine empire. The arch and
dome were known to Indians earlier but they were not used as extensively.
42. The Government of India has established NITI Aayog to replace the
a. Human Rights Commission
b. Finance Commission
c. Law Commission
d. Planning Commission

Answer: Planning Commission
43. What is Rio+20 Conference, often mentioned in the news?
[A] It is the United nations Conference on Sustainable Development
[B] It is a Ministerial Meeting of the World Trade Organization
[C] It is a Conference of the Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change
[D] It is a Conference of the Member Countries of the Convention on Biological Diversity

Answer: A is answer
44. Consider the following statements :
1. The Executive Power of the union of India is vested in the Prime Minister.
2. The Prime Minister is the ex officio Chairman of the Civil Services Board.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
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[A] 1 only
[B] 2 only
[C] Both 1 and 2
[D] Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: Neither 1 nor 2
Executive Power of Union is vested in President and PM is NOT the ex-officio chairman of Civil
Services Board.
45. The term ‘Goldilocks Zone’ is often seen in the news in the context of
[A] the limits of habitable zone above the surface of the Earth
[B] regions inside the Earth-like planets in outer space
[C] search for the Earth-like planets in outer space
[D] search for meteorites containing precious metals

Answer: C
First statement might have confused some but correct option is C only.
46. Who of the following organized a march on the Tanjore coast to break the Salt Law in April 1930?
[A] V.O Chidambaram Pillai
[B] C. Rajagopalachari
[C] K. Kamaraj
[D] Annie Besant

Answer: B; This was Vedaranyam March. Please check on Wikipedia.
47. Who of the following founded a new city on the south bank of a tributary to river Krishna and
undertook to rule his new kingdom as the agent of a deity to whom all the land south of the river Krishna
was supposed to belong?
[A] Amoghavarsha I
[B] Ballala II
[C] Harihara I
[D] Prataparudra II

Answer: Harihara-1
In 1336, in the name of local deity Virupaksha, Harihara was crowned and undertook to rule all
the land south of Krishna.
48. Consider the following statements :
1. The first woman President of the Indian National Congress was Sarojini Naidu.
2. The first Muslim President of the Indian National Congress was Badruddin Tyabji
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 only
[C] Both 1 and 2
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[D] Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: First statement is incorrect. It was Annie Besant.
49. Which of the following statements regarding ‘Green Climate Fund’ is / are correct?
1. It is intended to assist the developing countries in adaptation and mitigation practices to counter
climate change.
2. It is founded under the aegis of UNEP, OECD, Asian Development Bank and World Bank
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 only
[C] Both 1 and 2
[D] Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: Only first statement is correct.
50. Indira Gandhi Peace Prize for Peace, Disarmament and Development for 2014 was given to which of
the following?
[A] Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
[B] Indian Institute of Science
[C] Indian Space Research Organization
[D] Tata Institute of Fundamental Research

Answer: ISRO
http://www.gktoday.in/gk-current-affairs-november-13-15-2014/
51. With reference to cabinet mission, which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. It recommended a federal government.
2. It enlarged the powers of the Indian courts.
3. It provided for more Indians in the ICS
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 and 3
[C] 1 and 3
[D] None

Answer: 1 Only
The cabinet mission had envisaged a Federal Union of autonomous units with a weak centre.
52. Which one of the following National Parks has a climate that varies from tropical to subtropical,
temperate and arctic?
[A] Khangchendzonga National park
[B] Nandadevi National Park
[C] Neora Valley National Park
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[D] Namdapha National park

Answer: Correct Answer is Namdhapa National Park
53. Amnesty International is__:
[A] an agency of the United Nations to help refugees of civil wars
[B] a global Human Rights Movement
[C] a non-governmental voluntary organization to help very poor people
[D] an inter-governmental agency to cater to medical emergencies in war-ravaged regions

Answer: Option B is correct answer
54. With reference to art and archaeological history of India, which one among the following was made
earliest?
[A] Lingaraja Temple at Bhubaneswar
[B] Rock-cut Elephant at Dhauli
[C] Rock-cut Monuments at Mahabalipuram
[D] Varaha Image at Udayagiri

Answer: B
The Rock-cut elephant at Dhauli belongs to Maurya Era and is oldest among them. Varaha Image
at Udayagiri is from period of Chandragupta II in Gupta Era.
55. With reference to Indian history, which of the following is/are the essential elementary elements of
the feudal system?
1.

A very strong centralized political authority and a very weak provincial or local political authority

2.

Emergence of administrative structure based on control and possession of land

3.

Creation of lord-vassal relationship between the feudal lord and his overlord

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
[A] 1 and 2 only
[B] 2 and 3 only
[C] 3 only
[D] 1, 2 and 3

Answer: 3 Only
The first statement is not correct. The second statement is also NOT correct.
Indian feudalism was distinguished from European feudalism by the fact that, under it, no private
property in land existed. In this, neither the king nor any intermediary expropriated the village
community of the possession and control of the village land and established the property rights
over it.
Everything was on "produce" of the land and not "possession" of land itself. Land belonged to
village community.
Reference
56. ‘BioCarbon Fund Initiative for Sustainable Forest Landscapes’ is managed by the __:
[A] Asian Development Bank
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[B] International Monetary Fund
[C] United Nations Environment Programme
[D] World Bank

Answer: World Bank
57. India is a member of which of the following?
1.

Asia-Pacific economic corporation.

2.

Association of South-East Asian Nations.

3.

East Asia Summit

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
[A] 1 and 2 only
[B] 3 only
[C] 1, 2, and 3
[D] India is a member of none of them

Answer: 3 Only
58. In India the steel production industry requires the import of__:
[A] saltpetre
[B] rock phosphate
[C] coking coal
[D] All of the above

Answer: C
59. The provisions in the Fifth Schedule and Sixth Schedule in the Constitution of India are made in
order to
[A] protect the interests of Scheduled Tribes
[B] determine the boundaries between states
[C] determine the powers, authorities, and responsibilities of Panchayats
[D] protect the interests of all the border States

Answer: A
60. With reference to the Union Government consider the following statements:
[A] The Department of Revenue is responsible for the preparation of Union Budget that is
presented to the parliament
[B] No amount can be withdrawn from the Consolidated Fund of India without the authorization of
Parliament of India.
[C] All the disbursements made from Public Account also need the Authorization from the
Parliament of India
Which of the following statements given above is/are correct?
[A] 1 and 2 only
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[B] 2 and 3 only
[C] 2 only
[D] 1, 2, and 3

Answer: Only 2
61. Who/Which of the following is the Custodian of the Constitution of India?
[A] The President of India
[B] The Prime Minister of India
[C] The Lok Sabha Secretariat
[D] The Supreme Court of India

Answer: D { A should also be correct}
The Supreme Court is the custodian of the Constitution, of the federal system, and of the rights of
the people. The President of India is also Custodian of the Constitution.
62. Consider the following statements:
1.

The Accelerated Irrigation Benefits Programme was launched during 1996-97 to provide loan
assistance to poor fanners.

2.

The Command Area Development Programme was launched in 1974-75 for the development
of water-use efficiency.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 only
[C] Both 1 and 2
[D] Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: Only 2
The government of India launched Accelerated Irrigation Benefits Program (AIBP) in 1996-97.
This program was launched to give loan assistance to the states to help them a few major
irrigation projects which were in advanced stage of completion.
http://www.gktoday.in/accelerated-irrigation-benefits-program_22/
The Command Area development programme was launched in 1974-75 as a centrally sponsored
scheme and its main objective was to improve the utilization of the created irrigation potential
and optimizing the agricultural production and productivity from the irrigated lands.
http://www.gktoday.in/command-area-development-programme/
63. The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee is constituted under the
[A] Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006
[B] Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999
[C] Environment (Protection) Act, 1986
[D] Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972

Answer: C
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The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) is the apex body constituted in the
Ministry of Environment and Forests under 'Rules for Manufacture, Use, Import, Export and
Storage of Hazardous
Microorganisms/Genetically Engineered Organisms or Cells 1989', under the Environment
Protection Act, 1986.
64. In the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation, an initiative of six countries, which of the following is/are not a
participant/ participants?
1. Bangladesh
2. Cambodia
3. China
4. Myanmar
5. Thailand
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
[A] 1 only
[B] 2, 3 and 4
[C] 1 and 3
[D] 1, 2 and 5

Answer: 1& 3
Mekong-Ganga Cooperation comprises six members viz. India, Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia,
Laos and Vietnam.
65. ‘Basel III Accord’ or simply ‘Basel III’, often seen in the news, seeks to__:
[A] develop national strategies for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity
[B] improve banking sector’s ability to deal with financial and economic stress and improve risk
management
[C] reduce the greenhouse gas emissions but places a heavier burden on developed countries
[D] transfer technology from developed Countries to poor countries to enable them to replace the
use of chlorofluorocarbons in refrigeration with harmless chemicals

Answer: B
http://www.gktoday.in/basel-iii/
66. Consider the following statements:
1.

The winds which blow between 30° N and 60°S latitudes throughout the year are known as
westerlies.

2.

The moist air masses that cause winter rains in North-Western region of India are part of
westerlies

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 only
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[C] Both 1 and 2
[D] Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: Only 2
Westerlies are not found in Southern Hemisphere. Second statement is correct.
67. With reference to ‘Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional Cooperation (IOR-ARC)’,
Consider the following statements:
1.

It was established very recently in response to incidents of piracy and accidents of oil spills

2.

It is an alliance meant for maritime security only

Which of the following statements given above is/are correct?
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 only
[C] Both 1 and 2
[D] Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: Neither 1 nor 2
IORARC is Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional Cooperation (IORARC) is an association
of 20 member countries. The group came into being in March 1995 in Mauritius. Through it pass
some of the most important energy transport routes from Middle East to South-East and East
Asia, and securing these routes has become a global priority.
Objectives of IORARC
1. To promote sustainable growth and balanced development of the region and Member States
2. To focus on those areas of economic cooperation which provide maximum opportunities for
development, shared interest and mutual benefits
3. To promote liberalization, remove impediments and lower barriers towards a freer and
enhanced flow of goods, services, investment, and technology within the Indian Ocean rim.
http://currentaffairs.gktoday.in/ior-countries-pursue-open-regionalism-stimulate-growth0720137405.html
68. Which one of the following movements has contributed to a split in the Indian National Congress
resulting in emergence of ‘moderates’ and ‘extremists’?
[A] Swadeshi Movement
[B] Quit India Movement
[C] Non-Cooperation Movement
[D] Civil Disobedient Movement

Answer: Swadeshi Movement
69. In a particular region in India, the local people train the roots of living tree into robust bridges across
the streams. As the time passes these bridges become stronger. These unique ‘Living Root Bridges’ are
found in
[A] Meghalaya
[B] Himachal Pradesh
[C] Jharkhand
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[D] Tamil Nadu

Answer: Meghalaya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Living_root_bridges
70. Tides occur in oceans and seas due to which of the following?
1.

Gravitational Force of the Sun

2.

Gravitational Force of the Moon

3.

Gravitational Force of the Earth

Select the correct answer using the code given below
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 and 3 only
[C] 1 and 3 only
[D] 1, 2, and 3

Answer: 1, 2 & 3
71. In which of the following activities are Indian Remote Sensing (IRS) satellites used?
1.

Assessment of crop productivity

2.

Locating ground water resources

3.

Mineral exploration

4.

Telecommunications

5.

Traffic studies

Select the correct answer using the code given below
[A] 1, 2 and 3 only
[B] 4 and 5 only
[C] 1 and 2 only
[D] 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5

Answer: 1, 2 & 3 Only
72. Consider the following States:
1.

Arunachal Pradesh

2.

Himachal Pradesh

3.

Mizoram

In which of the following states do "Tropical Wet Evergreen Forests" occur?
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 and 3 only
[C] 1 and 3 only
[D] 1, 2 and 3

Answer: 1 & 3
73. The term ‘IndARC’ sometimes seen in the news, is the name of?
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[A] an indigenously developed radar system inducted into Indian Defence
[B] India’s satellite to provide services to the countries of Indian Ocean Rim
[C] a scientific establishment set up by India in Antarctic region
[D] India’s underwater observatory to scientifically study the Arctic region

Answer: D
74. With reference to ‘Forest Carbon Partnership Facility’, which of the following statements
is/are correct?
1.

it is global partnership of governments, businesses, civil society and indigenous peoples

2.

it provides financial aid to universities, individual scientists and institutions involved in
scientific forestry research to develop eco-friendly and climate adaptation technologies for
sustainable forest management

3.

It assists the countries in their ‘REDD+ (Reducing Emission from Deforestation and Forest
Degradation+)’ efforts by providing them with financial and technical assistance.

Select the correct answer using the code given below
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 and 3 only
[C] 1 and 3 only
[D] 1, 2 and 3

Answer: 1 & 3
Second statement is not correct in this question.
https://www.forestcarbonpartnership.org/about-fcpf-0
Which one of the following was given classical language status recently?
[A] Odia
[B] Konkani
[C] Bhojpuri
[D] Assamese

Answer: Odia
http://www.gktoday.in/classical-languages-of-india/
76. With reference to an organization known as ‘Birdlife International’ which of the following statements
is/are correct?
1.

It is a Global Partnership of Conservation Organizations.

2.

The concept of ‘biodiversity hotspots’ originated from this organization.

3.

It identifies the sites known/referred to as ‘Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas’.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 and 3 only
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[C] 1 and 3 only
[D] 1, 2 and 3

Answer: 1 & 3
77. Which one of the following countries of South-West Asia does not open out to the Mediterranean
Sea?
[A] Syria
[B] Jordan
[C] Lebanon
[D] Israel

Answer: Jordan
78. In India, in which one of the following types of forests is teak a dominant tree species?
[A] Tropical moist deciduous forest
[B] Tropical rain forest
[C] Tropical thorn scrub forest
[D] Temperate forest with grasslands

Answer: A
Tropical Deciduous Forests or Monsoon forests are most common forests. Important trees include
Sandal wood, Shisam, Mahua, Sal, Teak and Bamboo. Moist deciduous and the dry deciduous
forests are two major categories of these forests. [2015-Mock Test-1 Q. 56]
79. ‘Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action’ often seen in the news, is
[A] a strategy to tackle the regional terrorism, an outcome of a meeting of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization.
[B] a plan of action for sustainable economic growth in the Asia-Pacific Region, an outcome of
deliberations of the Asia-Pacific Economic Forum
[C] an agenda for women’s empowerment, an outcome of a World Conference convened by the
United Nations
[D] a strategy to combat wildlife trafficking, a declaration of the East Asia Summit

Answer : C
80. “Each day is more or less the same, the morning is clear and bright with a sea breeze; as the sun
climbs high in the sky, heat mounts up, dark clouds form, than rain comes with thunder and lightning. But
rain is soon over.” Which of the following regions is described in the above passage?
[A] Savannah
[B] Equatorial
[C] Monsoon
[D] Mediterranean
The above question was directly from my 2014 Test Series [Test 11-B] which is given below:
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81. With reference to India economy, consider the following statements:
1.

The rate of growth of real Gross Domestic Product has steadily increased in the last decade.

2.

The Gross Domestic Product at market prices (in rupees) has steadily increased in the last
decade

Which of the statement given above is/are correct?
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 only
[C] Both 1 and 2
[D] Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: 2 Only
The second statement is correct only. Regarding real GDP growth, it has shown ups and downs.
82. Consider the following statements:
1.

The Legislative Council of a state in India can be larger in size than half of the Legislative
Assembly of that particular state.

2.

The Governor of a state nominates the Chairman of Legislative Council of that particular state.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 only
[C] Both 1 and 2
[D] Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: Both the statements are INCORRECT in this question
83. “To uphold and protect the Sovereignty Unity and Integrity of India” is a provision made in the
[A] Preamble of the Constitution
[B] Directive Principles of State Policy
[C] Fundamental Rights
[D] Fundamental Duties

Answer D; Kindly check 51A (C)
84. Which one of the following is the best description of the term “ecosystem”?
[A] A community of organisms interacting with one another
[B] That part of the Earth which is inhabited by living organisms
[C] A community of organisms together with the environment in which they live.
[D] The flora and fauna of a geographical area.

Answer: C is the correct answer
An ecosystem is a complex community of plants, animals, and microorganisms linked by energy
and nutrient flows that interact together and with their environment.
http://www.gktoday.in/blog/ecology-biosphere-ecosystem-community-and-population/
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85. The fundamental object of Panchayati Raj system is to ensure which among the following?
1.

People’s participation in development

2.

Political accountability

3.

Democratic decentralization

4.

Financial mobilization

Select the correct answer using the code given below
[A] 1, 2 and 3 only
[B] 2 and 4 only
[C] 1 and 3 only
[D] 1, 2, 3 and 4
Answer: 1, 2, 3 & 4

The objective of Panchayat administration is to associate the local people in the decentralizing
process of decision-making and to see the local development with an emphasis on the civic
amenities functions.
Functionally, Panchayati Raj is an administrative organization with the confluence of
administration. politics and technology for local development. Accordingly the functionaries
involved here can be characterized as generalist administrators, political administrators and
techno-administrators. All the three sets of functionaries develop a sort of vested interest in
building up a work in g alliance and a kind of partnership as they are constantly exposed to gaze
from above by the higher level of Government and
from below by the local people. This ensures efficient delivery of local service with adequate sense
of public accountability.
Kindly note that fourth statement is also correct. However, scope for financial mobilization at
this level by way of taxation or nontax fiscal measures is rather limited in most states as of now.
86. With reference to India economy, consider the following :
1.

Bank rate

2.

Open market operations

3.

Public debt

4.

Public revenue

Which of the above is/are component/components of Monetary Policy?
[A] 1 only
[B] 2, 3 and 4
[C] 1 and 2
[D] 1, 3 and 4

Answer: Only 1 & 2
http://www.gktoday.in/blog/rbis-monetary-policy/
87. Which reference to inflation in India, which of the following statements is correct?
[A] Controlling the inflation in India is the responsibility of the Government of India only
[B] The Reserve Bank of India has no role in controlling the inflation
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[C] Decreased money circulation helps in controlling the inflation
[D] Increased money circulation helps in controlling the inflation

Answer: Decreased money circulation helps in controlling the inflation
88. Consider the following countries
1.

China

2.

France

3.

India

4.

Israel

5.

Pakistan

Which among the above are Nuclear Weapons States as recognized by the Treaty on the Non
proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, commonly known as Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)?
[A] 1 and 2 only
[B] 1, 3, 4 and 5 only
[C] 2, 4 and 5 only
[D] 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5

Answer: A
NPT-designated nuclear weapon states are: China, France, Russia, United Kingdom, United
States.
89. The ideal of “Welfare State” in the Indian Constitution is enshrined in its
[A] Preamble
[B] Directive Principles of State Policy
[C] Fundamental Rights
[D] Seventh Schedule

Answer: B
90. The substitution of steel for wooden ploughs in agricultural production is an example of
[A] labour-augmenting technological progress
[B] capital-augmenting technological progress
[C] capital-reducing technological progress
[D] None of the above

Answer: B
Labor augmenting technological progress occurs when the Quality or skills of the labor force are
upgraded- for example by the use of electronic communications media for classroom instruction.
Capltal augmenting technological progress results in the more productive use of existing capital
goods as, for example, the substitution of steel for wooden plows in agricultural production.
91. There is a Parliamentary System of Government in India because the
[A] Lok Sabha is elected directly by the people
[B] Parliament can amend the constitution
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[C] Rajya Sabha cannot be dissolved
[D] Council of Ministers is responsible to the Lok Sabha

Answer: D
One of the key features of parliamentary system is that the executive is to be responsible and
accountable to the legislature for its activities and execution of policies.
92. H1N1 virus is sometimes mentioned in the news with reference to which one of the following
diseases?
[A] AIDS
[B] Bird flu
[C] Dengue
[D] swine flu

Answer: D
93. With reference to bio-toilets used by the Indian Railways, consider the following statements:
1.

The decomposition of human waste in the bio-toilets is initiated by a fungal inoculum.

2.

Ammonia and water vapour are the only end products in this decomposition which are released
into the atmosphere.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
[A] 1 only
[B]

2 only

[C] Both 1 and 2
[D] Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: D
Both the statements are NOT correct. Please refer to 2015-Mock-1 Q-1 also.

95. The problem of international liquidity is related to the non-availability of
[A] goods and services
[B] gold and silver
[C] dollars and other hard currencies
[D] exportable surplus
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Answer: C
The various components of international liquidity are gold and foreign currencies held by the
monetary authority of a country, borrowing facilities available from the IMF, special drawing
rights (SDRs) etc. In this question, Option b could also be right had it did not include silver.
95. With reference to ‘fuel cells’ in which hydrogen-rich fuel and oxygen are used to generate electricity.
consider the following statements :
1.

If pure hydrogen is used as a fuel, the fuel cell emits heat and water as by-products

2.

Fuel cells can be used for powering buildings and not for small devices like laptop computers.

3.

Fuel cells produce electricity in the form of Alternating Current (AC).

Which of the statements given above is / are correct?
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 and 3 only
[C] 1 and 3 only
[D] 1, 2 and 3

Answer: 1 only
96. Kalamkari painting refers to__:
[A] hand-painted cotton textile in South India
[B] a handmade drawing on bamboo handicrafts in North-East India
[C] a block-painted woollen cloth in Western Himalayan region of India
[D] a hand-painted decorative silk cloth in North-Western India

Answer : A
http://www.gktoday.in/geographical-indications-of-goods-india/
97. Which one of the following best describes the main objective of ‘Seed Village Concept?
[A] Encouraging the farmers to use their own farm seeds and discouraging them to buy the seeds
from others
[B] Involving the farmers for training in quality seed production and thereby to make available
quality seeds to others at appropriate time and affordable cost
[C] Earmarking some villages exclusively for the production of certified seeds
[D] Identifying the entrepreneurs in village and providing them technology and finance to set up
seed companies

Answer: B
As per New Seed Policy 2002 The ‘Seed Village Scheme’ will be promoted to facilitate production
and timely availability of seed of desired crops/varieties at the local level.
http://www.gktoday.in/india-seed-sector-reforms_31/
98. There has been a persistent deficit budget year after year. Which of the following actions can be
taken by the government to reduce the deficit?
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1. Reducing revenue expenditure
2. Introducing new welfare schemes
3. Rationalizing subsidies
4. Expanding industries
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
[A] 1 and 3 only
[B] 2 and 3 only
[C] 1 only
[D] 1,2,3 and 4

Answer: 1 & 3 ONLY
99. Which of the following has/have been accorded ‘Geographical Indication’ status?
1. Banaras Brocades and Sarees
2. Rajasthani Daal-Bati-Churma
3. Tirupathi Laddu
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 and 3 only
[C] 1 only 3 only
[D] 1, 2 and 3

Answer: 1 & 3
100. With reference to the Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited (IREDA), which of
the following statements is/are correct?
1.

It is a Public Limited Government Company.

2.

It is a Non – Banking Financial Company.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
[A] 1 only
[B] 2 only
[C] Both 1 and 2
[D] Neither 1 or 2

Answer: Both 1 & 2
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