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2. How do traditional oral debate formats like Pattimandram preserve regional linguistic heritage and
ethical values in contemporary society? Explain with suitable examples. (150 words)

Traditional oral debates such as Pattimandram keep Tamil heritage alive by making spoken Tamil vivid, elegant

and socially relevant. They turn language into a living cultural practice, not just a written form.

Preserving linguistic heritage: Speakers use formal and literary Tamil, often echoing Sangam ideas like
akam and puram. This strengthens vocabulary, pronunciation and confidence, especially among younger
listeners.
Link with identity: By discussing Tamil customs, family life and social change, Pattimandram connects
audiences to a shared memory and a sense of continuity with the past.
Ethical values in debate:  It promotes respectful disagreement, listening and reasoning. Topics often
highlight Aram, Maanam, Adakkam and Karpu, keeping moral ideas active in public life.
Modern  relevance:  TV,  festivals  and  digital  platforms  have  widened  its  reach,  making  ethical  and
linguistic learning accessible across generations.

For example, debates on whether the present or previous generation enjoys life more allow social reflection

without hostility. Thus, Pattimandram blends language preservation with civic and moral education.

Your Notes:
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4. Explain why traditional lime mortar is preferred over modern cement in the restoration of historic
masonry. How does it ensure the longevity of heritage structures? (150 words)

Traditional lime mortar is preferred in historic masonry because it matches the behaviour of old brick and stone.

Modern cement is harder, denser and less breathable, so it can trap moisture and force damage into the

masonry itself.

Material compatibility: lime mortar is softer and closer to original fabric, reducing stress, cracking and
spalling.
Breathability: it lets walls release moisture, limiting damp, salt build-up and freeze-thaw decay.
Flexibility: it absorbs small movements and settlement without transferring harmful load to fragile units.
Sacrificial role: the mortar weathers first, protecting costly historic bricks and stones.

It ensures longevity by managing moisture, preserving structural balance and allowing future repairs without

deep loss of original material. Its slight self-healing through continued carbonation further seals small cracks. In

heritage work, the aim is not maximum strength, but long-term compatibility and minimal intervention.

Your Notes:
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5. Examine why the preservation of manuscript heritage like Kangyur and Tengyur is vital for maintaining
the living heritage of Himalayan monastic communities. (150 words)

Preserving manuscript heritage such as Kangyur and Tengyur is essential because these texts are not inert

archives; they are the scriptural backbone of Himalayan monastic life. They sustain ritual practice, teaching,

meditation and community identity in monasteries across Ladakh, Spiti and other Himalayan regions.

Religious continuity: Kangyur carries the Buddha’s teachings, while Tengyur contains key commentaries
by Indian masters.
Living  heritage:  They  transmit  doctrines,  chant  traditions,  ethics  and  monastic  discipline  across
generations.
Cultural  memory:  They preserve historical  links with Indian Buddhism, local  scholarship and artistic
traditions.
Knowledge value: Many rare texts survive only in these collections, aiding research and translation.
Protection need: Fragile materials, climate stress, decay and neglect make conservation urgent.

Thus, preserving these manuscripts safeguards both spiritual authority and community identity. It also keeps a

living tradition relevant for future monks, scholars and Himalayan society.

Your Notes:
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6. Explain how traditional ritualistic performance arts like Gondhal and Bharud served as powerful tools
for social reform and community cohesion in Maharashtra. (150 words)

Traditional ritualistic arts in Maharashtra were not mere entertainment; they were tools of collective learning.

Gondhal and Bharud used song, story and satire to reach ordinary people in a language they understood.

Community cohesion: Gondhal brought families and neighbours together during weddings and thread
ceremonies,  often  through all-night  worship,  music  and shared  participation.  It  created  a  sense  of
belonging and reinforced social ties.
Social reform: Gondhalis inserted moral messages on family discipline, respect within households and the
duties of married life.  Their performances educated both rich and poor, making social advice widely
accessible.
Public pedagogy: Bharud, popularised by Saint Eknath, exposed superstition, caste prejudice, fraud and
hypocrisy. Its humour and satire made criticism acceptable and memorable.
Contemporary relevance: Bharud also addressed female foeticide, farmer distress, corruption and public
health, showing its ability to guide society in changing times.

Thus,  these  art  forms  united  communities  while  gently  reforming  behaviour,  making  culture  a  powerful

instrument of social change in Maharashtra.

Your Notes:


