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j{ Vocabulary: Dictionary of 200 Most Difficult English Words

Sesquipedalian
¢ Meaning: Characterized by long words or containing many syllables.
e Example: The professor’s sesquipedalian lecture left many students feeling confused and overwhelmed.
e Synonymes: lengthy, polysyllabic, long-winded
e Antonyms: concise, laconic, succinct
Antidisestablishmentarianism
¢ Meaning: Opposition to the disestablishment of the Church of England as the official state church.
e Example: The politician’s stance on antidisestablishmentarianism was a topic of much debate in 19th-century
Britain.
e Synonyms: pro-establishment
e Antonyms: disestablishmentarianism
Floccinaucinihilipilification
¢ Meaning: The act of estimating something as worthless or trivial.
e Example: The critic’s floccinaucinihilipilification of the artist’s work was unwarranted and unfair.
e Synonyms: belittlement, disparagement, trivialization
e Antonyms: praise, commendation, approbation
Pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis
e Meaning: A lung disease caused by the inhalation of very fine silica dust from volcanoes.
e Example: The miner’s diagnosis of pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis was a result of years of
working in hazardous conditions.
e Synonyms: silicosis
e Antonyms: (no antonyms)
Hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia
® Meaning: The irrational fear of long words.
e Example: Despite his love for reading, he suffered from hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia, which made it
difficult for him to enjoy certain books.
e Synonyms: sesquipedalophobia
e Antonyms: (no antonyms)
Honorificabilitudinitatibus
¢ Meaning: With honorableness.
e Example: The knight was known for always acting honorificabilitudinitatibus, even in the face of adversity.
e Synonyms: honorably
e Antonyms: dishonorably
Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious
¢ Meaning: Extraordinarily good or wonderful.
e Example: The musical performance was supercalifragilisticexpialidocious, leaving the audience in awe.
e Synonyms: fantastic, amazing, marvelous
e Antonyms: awful, terrible, dreadful

Arachibutyrophobia
¢ Meaning: The fear of peanut butter sticking to the roof of one’'s mouth.
e Example: His arachibutyrophobia made him avoid peanut butter sandwiches at all costs.
¢ Synonyms: (no synonyms)
e Antonyms: (no antonyms)
Sesquipedalianism
e Meaning: The practice of using long, often obscure words in speech or writing.
e Example: The author’s sesquipedalianism made his work challenging for the average reader to understand.
e Synonyms: grandiloquence, verbosity
e Antonyms: brevity, conciseness
Hippomonstrosesquippedaliophobia
¢ Meaning: The irrational fear of long words (same as #5).
Example: (same as #5)
e Synonyms: sesquipedalophobia
Antonyms: (no antonyms)
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Dichlorodifluoromethane
¢ Meaning: A colorless, nonflammable gas used as a refrigerant and aerosol propellant.
e Example: The old refrigerator used dichlorodifluoromethane as a coolant before it was phased out due to
environmental concerns.
e Synonyms: Freon-12, R-12
Antonyms: (no antonyms)

Brobdingnagian
e Meaning: Gigantic or enormous.
e Example: The brobdingnagian skyscraper towered over the city, dwarfing all other buildings in its vicinity.
e Synonymes: colossal, gargantuan, titanic
Antonyms: miniature, tiny, diminutive
Onomatopoeia
e Meaning: The formation of a word from a sound associated with what is named (e.g., “sizzle").
Example: The poem was filled with onomatopoeia, such as “buzz,” “hiss,” and “boom,” bringing the scene to life.

Synonyms: (no synonyms)
¢ Antonyms: (no antonyms)
Logorrhea
Meaning: Excessive and often incoherent talkativeness or wordiness.
e Example: The politician’s logorrhea made it difficult for the audience to follow his speech.
e Synonyms: verbosity, loquaciousness, garrulousness
e Antonyms: taciturnity, reticence

Gobbledygook
¢ Meaning: Language that is meaningless or is made unintelligible by excessive use of technical terms.
e Example: The contract was filled with legal gobbledygook, making it nearly impossible for the average person to
understand.
e Synonyms: jargon, gibberish, nonsense
e Antonyms: clarity, lucidity
Sternutation
¢ Meaning: The act of sneezing.
Example: The patient’s sternutation was a symptom of his severe allergies.
e Synonyms: sneeze
Antonyms: (no antonyms)

Pauciloquent
e Meaning: Using few words; concise or terse.
Example: The pauciloquent poet was known for his short, impactful verses.
Synonyms: laconic, succinct, pithy
e Antonyms: loquacious, verbose, prolix

Defenestration
Meaning: The act of throwing someone or something out of a window.
Example: The angry mob’s defenestration of the corrupt politician’s possessions was a symbol of their frustration

and desire for change.
e Synonyms: (no synonyms)
¢ Antonyms: (no antonyms)
Discombobulate
e Meaning: To confuse or disconcert someone.
e Example: The unexpected question discombobulated the student, causing him to stumble through his
presentation.
e Synonyms: befuddle, perplex, flummox
Antonyms: enlighten, clarify
Quixotic
¢ Meaning: Exceedingly idealistic; unrealistic and impractical.
e Example: The entrepreneur’s quixotic plan to create a utopian society was met with skepticism from his peers.
e Synonyms: unrealistic, impractical, romantic
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e Antonyms: pragmatic, realistic, grounded
Syzygy
¢ Meaning: The alignment of three celestial bodies in a straight line, such as the Sun, Earth, and Moon during a solar
or lunar eclipse.
e Example: During the syzygy, the moon’s orbit brought it directly between the Earth and the Sun, causing a total
solar eclipse.
e Synonyms: alignment, conjunction
e Antonyms: (no antonyms)
Absquatulate
e Meaning: To leave or abscond, especially in a hurry or secretly.
Example: The con artist decided to absquatulate with the stolen money before the police could catch up to him.
e Synonyms: decamp, vamoose, skedaddle
e Antonyms: remain, stay

Mellifluous

Meaning: Having a smooth, rich, and pleasant voice or sound.

e Example: The singer’s mellifluous voice captivated the audience, making them sway to the music.
¢ Synonyms: dulcet, honeyed, euphonious

e Antonyms: harsh, discordant, cacophonous

Magnanimous
¢ Meaning: Generous or forgiving, especially toward a rival or someone less powerful.
e Example: In a magnanimous gesture, the winning team shared their trophy with the runners-up.
e Synonyms: generous, benevolent, charitable
e Antonyms: petty, mean-spirited, vindictive
Pulchritudinous
¢ Meaning: Physically beautiful or attractive.
e Example: The pulchritudinous model graced the cover of numerous fashion magazines.
e Synonyms: beautiful, gorgeous, stunning
e Antonyms: ugly, unattractive, hideous
Serendipity
¢ Meaning: The occurrence of events by chance in a beneficial way.
e Example: By serendipity, he met his future business partner at a coffee shop while waiting in line.
e Synonyms: chance, fortune, luck
Antonyms: misfortune, bad luck

Perspicacious
¢ Meaning: Having keen mental perception and understanding; shrewd.
Example: The perspicacious detective quickly deduced the culprit’s identity based on the subtle clues at the crime
scene.
e Synonyms: astute, insightful, discerning
e Antonyms: obtuse, dull-witted, unperceptive

Ubiquitous
e Meaning: Present, appearing, or found everywhere.
e Example: Smartphones have become ubiquitous in modern society, with nearly everyone owning one.
e Synonyms: omnipresent, pervasive, widespread
e Antonyms: rare, scarce, uncommon
Antediluvian
¢ Meaning: Extremely old, outdated, or antiquated.
e Example: The antediluvian computer system was in desperate need of an upgrade to keep up with modern
technology.
e Synonyms: archaic, prehistoric, ancient
Antonyms: modern, contemporary, cutting-edge

Incendiary

e Meaning: Tending to stir up conflict or causing anger and controversy.
e Example: The politician’s incendiary remarks about immigration sparked heated debates across the country.
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¢ Synonyms: inflammatory, provocative, controversial
e Antonyms: conciliatory, mollifying, appeasing
Grandiloquent
e Meaning: Pompous or extravagant in language, style, or manner, especially in a way that is intended to impress.
e Example: The actor’s grandiloquent speech at the awards ceremony left many audience members rolling their
eyes.
Synonyms: bombastic, pompous, highfalutin
Antonyms: plain-spoken, unassuming, modest

Cacophony
e Meaning: A harsh, discordant mixture of sounds.
Example: The cacophony of honking cars and construction work made it difficult to concentrate on the task at
hand.
e Synonyms: din, racket, clamor
e Antonyms: harmony, melody, euphony
Quiescent
e Meaning: In a state or period of inactivity or dormancy.
e Example: The volcano had been quiescent for centuries before suddenly erupting, catching nearby villagers off
guard.
e Synonyms: dormant, inactive, latent
e Antonyms: active, dynamic, lively
Obsequious
¢ Meaning: Obedient or attentive to an excessive or servile degree.
e Example: The obsequious waiter catered to the wealthy patron’s every whim, hoping for a generous tip.
e Synonyms: servile, sycophantic, fawning
Antonyms: defiant, insubordinate, assertive

Querulous
e Meaning: Complaining in a petulant or whining manner.
Example: The querulous child continued to whine about the unfairness of bedtime, despite his parents’ attempts
to reason with him.
e Synonyms: petulant, peevish, whining
e Antonyms: content, agreeable, uncomplaining
Magniloquent
e Meaning: Speaking or expressed in a lofty or grandiose style.
e Example: The magniloquent orator captivated his audience with his powerful and eloquent speech.

e Synonyms: grandiloquent, pompous, bombastic
e Antonyms: plain-spoken, unassuming, humble
Indefatigable
e Meaning: Persisting tirelessly; untiring.
e Example: The indefatigable researcher worked around the clock to find a cure for the disease.
e Synonyms: tireless, persistent, relentless
e Antonyms: lazy, indolent, lethargic

Pusillanimous

Meaning: Showing a lack of courage or determination; timid.

Example: The pusillanimous soldier fled from the battlefield at the first sign of danger.
e Synonyms: cowardly, timid, faint-hearted

Antonyms: brave, courageous, valiant

Limerence
¢ Meaning: A state of mind characterized by intense romantic infatuation, obsession, and desire.
Example: The young couple’s limerence was evident in their constant displays of affection and inseparability.
Synonyms: infatuation, obsession, lovesickness
Antonyms: indifference, apathy, nonchalance
Schadenfreude
¢ Meaning: Pleasure derived from the misfortunes of others.
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e Example: He couldn’t help but feel a twinge of schadenfreude when his rival’s project failed spectacularly.
e Synonyms: gloating, malicious joy
e Antonyms: sympathy, compassion, empathy
Acquiesce
e Meaning: To accept or agree to something reluctantly or without protest.
e Example: Despite his reservations, the employee acquiesced to his boss’s demands to work overtime.
e Synonyms: agree, comply, consent
e Antonyms: refuse, resist, oppose
Diaphanous
¢ Meaning: Light, delicate, and translucent.
e Example: The bride wore a diaphanous veil that softly billowed in the breeze.
e Synonyms: sheer, gossamer, transparent
Antonyms: opaque, heavy, thick
Ebullient
¢ Meaning: Cheerful and full of energy.
Example: The ebullient children ran and played in the park, their laughter echoing through the air.
Synonyms: exuberant, enthusiastic, buoyant
e Antonyms: gloomy, depressed, lethargic

Enigmatic
Meaning: Difficult to interpret or understand; mysterious.
Example: The Mona Lisa’s enigmatic smile has captivated viewers for centuries.
e Synonyms: mysterious, puzzling, inscrutable
e Antonyms: straightforward, clear, obvious
Ephemeral
e Meaning: Lasting for a very short time; transient or fleeting.
e Example: The ephemeral beauty of cherry blossoms attracts thousands of visitors each spring.
e Synonyms: short-lived, transient, fleeting
e Antonyms: lasting, enduring, permanent

Erstwhile
e Meaning: Former; previous.
e Example: The erstwhile rivals put aside their differences and joined forces for the greater good.
e Synonyms: former, previous, one-time
e Antonyms: current, present, future
Esoteric
¢ Meaning: Intended for or understood by only a small, select group; highly specialized.
Example: The professor’s esoteric lecture on quantum mechanics left most of the students utterly confused.
e Synonyms: abstruse, arcane, recondite
Antonyms: mainstream, common, accessible
Ethereal
e Meaning: Extremely delicate, light, or refined; heavenly or celestial.
Example: The singer’s ethereal voice seemed to transport the audience to another world.
Synonyms: celestial, otherworldly, sublime
Antonyms: earthly, mundane, heavy

Evanescent
¢ Meaning: Vanishing quickly; transient or fleeting.
Example: The evanescent rainbow disappeared as quickly as it had appeared, leaving onlookers in awe.
Synonyms: fleeting, transient, ephemeral
e Antonyms: lasting, enduring, permanent

Gossamer

Meaning: Extremely light, delicate, or tenuous.

Example: The gossamer threads of the spider’s web glistened in the morning dew.
e Synonyms: delicate, diaphanous, filmy

e Antonyms: heavy, sturdy, substantial
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Halcyon
¢ Meaning: Denoting a period of time in the past that was idyllically happy and peaceful.
e Example: She often reminisced about the halcyon days of her childhood spent at her grandparents’ farm.
e Synonyms: idyllic, carefree, blissful
e Antonyms: troubled, turbulent, chaotic
Harbinger
e Meaning: A person or thing that announces or signals the approach of something.
e Example: The robin’s arrival is often seen as a harbinger of spring.
e Synonyms: herald, precursor, forerunner
e Antonyms: (no antonyms)
Hegemony
e Meaning: Dominance, leadership, or authority, especially that of one nation over others.
e Example: The Roman Empire maintained a hegemony over most of Europe and the Mediterranean region for
centuries.
e Synonyms: dominance, supremacy, dominion
e Antonyms: subordination, subservience
Idiosyncratic
Meaning: Peculiar or individual.
e Example: The artist’s idiosyncratic style set him apart from his contemporaries.
e Synonyms: quirky, eccentric, unconventional
e Antonyms: conventional, mainstream, typical
Inchoate
e Meaning: Only partly in existence; imperfectly formed or formulated.
e Example: The inchoate idea still needed refinement before it could be presented to the board.

e Synonyms: rudimentary, undeveloped, embryonic
e Antonyms: fully developed, mature, complete
Ineffable
e Meaning: Too great or extreme to be expressed or described in words.
e Example: The sunset’s ineffable beauty left the hikers speechless.
e Synonyms: indescribable, inexpressible, unspeakable
e Antonyms: describable, expressible
Insouciant
Meaning: Showing a casual lack of concern; indifferent.
Example: The student’s insouciant attitude toward his studies led to poor grades.
e Synonyms: nonchalant, unconcerned, blasé
Antonyms: concerned, attentive, conscientious

Inure

¢ Meaning: To accustom someone to something unpleasant, making them less affected by it.
Example: Years of hardship had inured her to the challenges of life in the wilderness.
Synonyms: harden, desensitize, toughen
Antonyms: sensitize, soften

Inveterate

Meaning: Having a particular habit, activity, or interest that is long-established and unlikely to change.
Example: An inveterate smoker, he found it difficult to quit despite numerous attempts.

Synonyms: habitual, confirmed, chronic

e Antonyms: occasional, infrequent, temporary

Laconic

Meaning: Using very few words; expressing much in few words; concise.

e Example: The actor’s laconic acceptance speech surprised the audience, who expected a lengthy, emotional
address.

e Synonymes: terse, concise, pithy

e Antonyms: verbose, long-winded, wordy
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Lissome
¢ Meaning: (of a person or their body) thin, supple, and graceful.
e Example: The lissome dancer moved across the stage with fluid, elegant movements.
e Synonyms: lithe, agile, graceful
e Antonyms: clumsy, awkward, ungainly
Loquacious
¢ Meaning: Tending to talk a great deal; talkative.
e Example: The loquacious salesman dominated the conversation, barely allowing the customer to get a word in
edgewise.
e Synonyms: talkative, garrulous, voluble
e Antonyms: taciturn, reticent, laconic
Luminous
e Meaning: Bright or shining, especially in the dark; full of or shedding light.
Example: The luminous moon cast a gentle glow over the tranquil lake.
Synonyms: radiant, incandescent, effulgent
e Antonyms: dark, dim, dull

Moiety
Meaning: Each of two parts into which a thing is or can be divided; half.
e Example: The siblings agreed to split the inheritance into two equal moieties.
¢ Synonyms: half, portion, share
e Antonyms: whole, entirety
Nadir
¢ Meaning: The lowest point in the fortunes of a person or organization.
e Example: The company’s stock price reached its nadir during the financial crisis.
e Synonyms: lowest point, rock bottom, all-time low
e Antonyms: zenith, peak, acme

Numinous
¢ Meaning: Having a strong religious or spiritual quality; indicating or suggesting the presence of a divinity.
e Example: The numinous atmosphere of the ancient temple filled the visitors with a sense of awe and reverence.
e Synonymes: divine, holy, sacred
e Antonyms: mundane, secular, profane
Obdurate
e Meaning: Stubbornly refusing to change one’s opinion or course of action.
e Example: Despite hours of negotiation, the obdurate politician refused to compromise on the controversial
legislation.
e Synonyms: stubborn, inflexible, unyielding
e Antonyms: flexible, compliant, yielding
Obfuscate
Meaning: To make something less clear and harder to understand, especially intentionally.
Example: The convoluted legal jargon seemed designed to obfuscate the true meaning of the contract.
e Synonyms: obscure, confuse, complicate
e Antonyms: clarify, elucidate, illuminate
Obstreperous
Meaning: Noisy, clamorous, and difficult to control.
e Example: The obstreperous crowd of protesters chanted and shouted, disrupting the political rally.
e Synonyms: unruly, boisterous, disorderly
e Antonyms: orderly, well-behaved, quiet

Opprobrious
e Meaning: Expressing scorn or criticism; highly insulting or abusive.
e Example: The critic’'s opprobrious review of the novel was unnecessarily harsh and personally attacking.
e Synonymes: abusive, scornful, vitriolic
¢ Antonyms: complimentary, flattering, laudatory
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Palimpsest
¢ Meaning: Something reused or altered but still bearing visible traces of its earlier form.
e Example: The ancient city was a palimpsest, with modern buildings constructed atop the ruins of earlier
civilizations.
e Synonyms: (no synonyms)
Antonyms: (no antonyms)

Panegyric
e Meaning: A public speech or published text in praise of someone or something.
e Example: The retirement party featured several panegyrics extolling the achievements and virtues of the
departing CEO.
e Synonyms: eulogy, encomium, tribute
e Antonyms: criticism, diatribe, invective
Panoply
e Meaning: A complete or impressive collection of things.
e Example: The museum’s panoply of ancient artifacts included jewellery, pottery, and weapons from various
cultures.
e Synonyms: array, assortment, collection
e Antonyms: (no antonyms)
Paradigm
¢ Meaning: A typical example or pattern of something; a model.
e Example: The company’s innovative business model became a paradigm for other startups in the industry.
e Synonyms: model, pattern, archetype
Antonyms: (no antonyms)

Parsimonious
¢ Meaning: Unwilling to spend money or use resources; stingy or frugal.
e Example: The parsimonious millionaire was known for his miserly ways, refusing to donate to charity or indulge in
luxuries.
e Synonyms: frugal, stingy, miserly
e Antonyms: generous, extravagant, prodigal
Penumbra
e Meaning: The partially shaded outer region of a shadow cast by an opaque object; a peripheral or indeterminate
area or group.
e Example: The scandal cast a penumbra of suspicion over the entire administration, not just those directly
implicated.
e Synonyms: periphery, fringe, margin
e Antonyms: center, core
Perfidious
¢ Meaning: Deceitful and untrustworthy.
Example: The perfidious spy betrayed his country, selling classified information to the enemy.
Synonyms: treacherous, disloyal, traitorous
e Antonyms: loyal, faithful, trustworthy

Peripatetic

Meaning: Traveling from place to place, especially working or based in various places for relatively short periods.
Example: The peripatetic journalist spent months on the road, covering stories across the country.

e Synonyms: itinerant, nomadic, traveling

e Antonyms: sedentary, stationary, fixed

Phantasmagorical
e Meaning: Having a fantastic or deceptive appearance, as something in a dream or created by the imagination.
e Example: The phantasmagorical creatures in the artist’s paintings seemed to come from a bizarre, otherworldly
realm.
¢ Synonyms: fantastical, surreal, dreamlike
e Antonyms: realistic, ordinary, mundane

Phantasmagoria
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¢ Meaning: A bizarre or fantastic combination, collection, or assemblage.
e Example: The carnival’s haunted house was a phantasmagoria of ghosts, goblins, and other nightmarish
creatures.
e Synonyms: spectacle, extravaganza, medley
Antonyms: (no antonyms)
Philistine
e Meaning: A person who is hostile or indifferent to culture and the arts, or who has no understanding of them.
e Example: The philistine businessman dismissed the value of the museum’s art collection, seeing it as a waste of
money.
e Synonyms: boor, barbarian, ignoramus
e Antonyms: aesthete, connoisseur, sophisticate
Plethora
e Meaning: A large or excessive amount of something.
e Example: The buffet offered a plethora of dining options, from salads and entrees to desserts and beverages.
e Synonyms: excess, overabundance, surplus
e Antonyms: scarcity, dearth, lack

Polyglot
¢ Meaning: Knowing or using several languages.
e Example: The polyglot tour guide easily switched between English, French, and Spanish when addressing the
diverse group of tourists.
e Synonyms: multilingual, bilingual
e Antonyms: monolingual
Portentous
e Meaning: Of or like a portent; done in a pompously or overly solemn manner so as to impress.
Example: The fortune teller’s portentous pronouncement about the future left the client feeling unsettled.
Synonyms: ominous, foreboding, fateful
Antonyms: reassuring, promising, auspicious
Probity
Meaning: The quality of having strong moral principles; honesty and decency.
Example: The judge was known for her probity, always rendering fair and unbiased decisions in court.
e Synonyms: integrity, righteousness, uprightness
e Antonyms: dishonesty, corruption, immorality

Proclivity
¢ Meaning: A tendency to choose or do something regularly; an inclination or predisposition toward a particular
thing.
e Example: The student’s proclivity for procrastination led to many late nights spent cramming for exams.
e Synonyms: propensity, penchant, predilection
e Antonyms: aversion, disinclination
Prolixity
¢ Meaning: The quality of using too many words to express an idea; excessive wordiness.
e Example: The professor’s prolixity made his lectures difficult to follow, as he often went on lengthy tangents.
e Synonyms: verbosity, long-windedness, wordiness
e Antonyms: conciseness, brevity, succinctness
Propinquity
¢ Meaning: The state of being close to someone or something; proximity.
e Example: The propinquity of their offices facilitated frequent collaboration between the two departments.
e Synonyms: proximity, closeness, nearness
Antonyms: distance, remoteness
Puerile

e Meaning: Childishly silly and immature.
Example: The comedian’s puerile jokes were met with groans and eye-rolls from the sophisticated audience.

Synonyms: juvenile, immature, childish
e Antonyms: mature, sophisticated, adult
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Punctilious
¢ Meaning: Showing great attention to detail or correct behavior.
e Example: The punctilious accountant double-checked every entry to ensure the accuracy of the financial reports.
e Synonyms: meticulous, scrupulous, fastidious
e Antonyms: careless, sloppy, negligent
Pyrrhic
e Meaning: (of a victory) won at too great a cost to have been worthwhile for the victor.
e Example: The company’s pyrrhic victory in the legal battle left them financially depleted and unable to continue
operations.
e Synonymes: costly, expensive, hollow
e Antonyms: decisive, conclusive, rewarding
Quixotic
¢ Meaning: Exceedingly idealistic; unrealistic and impractical.
Example: The quixotic entrepreneur’s plan to create a utopian society was met with skepticism from investors.

Synonyms: idealistic, impractical, unrealistic
e Antonyms: pragmatic, realistic, practical
Raconteur
¢ Meaning: A person who tells anecdotes in a skillful and amusing way.
e Example: The dinner party guests were entertained for hours by the witty raconteur’s endless supply of humorous
stories.
¢ Synonyms: storyteller, narrator, entertainer
e Antonyms: bore, dullard
Recalcitrant
¢ Meaning: Having an obstinately uncooperative attitude toward authority or discipline.
e Example: The recalcitrant student refused to follow the teacher’s instructions, disrupting the entire class.
e Synonyms: unruly, defiant, insubordinate
e Antonyms: compliant, obedient, submissive

Redolent
¢ Meaning: Strongly reminiscent or suggestive of something; fragrant or odorous.
e Example: The aroma of freshly baked bread was redolent of lazy Sunday mornings spent at his grandmother’s
house.
Synonyms: evocative, reminiscent, fragrant
¢ Antonyms: (no antonyms)

Refractory

Meaning: Stubborn or unmanageable; resistant to a process or stimulus.

e Example: Despite multiple attempts at discipline, the refractory puppy continued to chew on the furniture.
e Synonyms: obstinate, intractable, unmanageable

e Antonyms: compliant, obedient, manageable

Rhadamanthine
e Meaning: Strict or inflexible, as in a person’s judgment or adherence to rules.
e Example: The rhadamanthine librarian strictly enforced the “no talking” policy, shushing even the slightest
whisper.
e Synonymes: stern, uncompromising, stringent
e Antonyms: lenient, flexible, indulgent
Rhapsodic
¢ Meaning: Effusively enthusiastic or ecstatic.
e Example: The critic’s rhapsodic review praised the novel as a masterpiece of modern literature.
e Synonymes: ecstatic, rapturous, enthusiastic
Antonyms: critical, disapproving, unenthusiastic

Sagacious
¢ Meaning: Having or showing keen mental discernment and good judgment; wise or shrewd.
e Example: The sagacious investor had a knack for identifying promising startups before they became mainstream
successes.
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e Synonyms: wise, discerning, astute
e Antonyms: foolish, unwise, obtuse
Salubrious
e Meaning: (especially of a place) pleasant; not run-down; health-giving.
e Example: The salubrious mountain resort was known for its fresh air, outdoor activities, and rejuvenating spa
treatments.
Synonyms: healthful, wholesome, beneficial
Antonyms: unhealthy, insalubrious, noxious
Sanguine
¢ Meaning: Optimistic or positive, especially in an apparently bad or difficult situation.
Example: Despite the setbacks, the sanguine entrepreneur remained confident that her business would eventually
succeed.
e Synonyms: optimistic, hopeful, confident
e Antonyms: pessimistic, discouraged, gloomy

Saturnine
¢ Meaning: (of a person or their manner) slow and gloomy; taciturn.
e Example: The saturnine poet rarely smiled, preferring to brood in the darkest corners of the coffee shop.
e Synonyms: gloomy, somber, melancholic
e Antonyms: cheerful, lively, exuberant
Scintilla
e Meaning: A tiny trace or spark of a specified quality or feeling.
e Example: The detective couldn’t find a scintilla of evidence to support the suspect’s alibi.
e Synonyms: trace, hint, spark
e Antonyms: abundance, plenty
Serendipitous
¢ Meaning: Occurring or discovered by chance in a happy or beneficial way.
e Example: The serendipitous encounter between the two old friends led to a fruitful business partnership.
e Synonyms: fortuitous, lucky, providential
Antonyms: unfortunate, unlucky, ill-fated

Soporific
¢ Meaning: Tending to induce drowsiness or sleep.
e Example: The professor’s soporific lecture had half the class nodding off within the first 15 minutes.
e Synonymes: sleep-inducing, sedative, drowsy
Antonyms: stimulating, invigorating, awakening
Stygian
e Meaning: Very dark, gloomy, or forbidding.
e Example: The stygian depths of the cave seemed to swallow all light, making it impossible to see more than a few
feet ahead.
e Synonyms: dark, gloomy, tenebrous
e Antonyms: bright, luminous, radiant
Supercilious
¢ Meaning: Behaving or looking as though one thinks one is superior to others.
e Example: The supercilious waiter sneered at the customer’s choice of wine, making her feel embarrassed and
unsophisticated.
e Synonyms: haughty, arrogant, disdainful
Antonyms: modest, humble, unassuming

Surreptitious
¢ Meaning: Kept secret, especially because it would not be approved of.
e Example: The surreptitious meeting between the two rival CEOs fueled rumors of a potential merger.
e Synonymes: secretive, clandestine, covert

Antonyms: open, overt, public

Susurration
e Meaning: A whispering or rustling sound; a murmur.
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e Example: The susurration of the leaves in the gentle breeze created a soothing atmosphere in the garden.
e Synonyms: whisper, murmur, rustling
e Antonyms: din, racket, clamor
Sybarite
e Meaning: A person who is self-indulgent in their fondness for sensuous luxury.
e Example: The sybarite’s penthouse was filled with plush furnishings, expensive artwork, and every conceivable
luxury.
e Synonyms: hedonist, sensualist, epicurean
e Antonyms: ascetic, stoic, puritan
Sycophant
e Meaning: A person who acts obsequiously toward someone important in order to gain an advantage.
e Example: The office sycophant always agreed with the boss’s opinions, hoping to curry favor and secure a
promotion.
¢ Synonyms: flatterer, toady, yes-man
e Antonyms: critic, detractor, adversary
Syncretism
¢ Meaning: The amalgamation or attempted amalgamation of different religions, cultures, or schools of thought.
e Example: The fusion cuisine served at the restaurant was an example of culinary syncretism, blending flavors from
various regions.
e Synonyms: fusion, amalgamation, synthesis
e Antonyms: separation, segregation, division
Synecdoche
¢ Meaning: A figure of speech in which a part is made to represent the whole or vice versa.
Example: “All hands on deck” is an example of synecdoche, using “hands” to refer to the entire crew.
Synonyms: metonymy
Antonyms: (no antonyms)
Synergistic
¢ Meaning: Relating to the interaction or cooperation of two or more organizations, substances, or other agents to
produce a combined effect greater than the sum of their separate effects.
e Example: The synergistic combination of the two drugs produced a more powerful treatment for the disease.
e Synonyms: cooperative, collaborative, combined
¢ Antonyms: antagonistic, counteractive

Taciturn
e Meaning: (of a person) reserved or uncommunicative in speech; saying little.
e Example: The taciturn cowboy rarely spoke more than a few words at a time, preferring to communicate through
nods and grunts.
e Synonyms: reticent, uncommunicative, silent
e Antonyms: loquacious, talkative, garrulous
Tautology
e Meaning: The saying of the same thing twice in different words, generally considered to be a fault of style.
e Example: “They arrived one after the other in succession” is a tautology, as “one after the other” and “in
succession” mean the same thing.
e Synonyms: redundancy, repetition, pleonasm
e Antonyms: conciseness, brevity
Temerity
¢ Meaning: Excessive confidence or boldness; audacity.
e Example: The junior associate had the temerity to challenge the senior partner’s decision in front of the entire
firm.
¢ Synonyms: audacity, boldness, brazenness
e Antonyms: timidity, meekness, diffidence
Tempestuous
¢ Meaning: (of a person or their manner) characterized by strong, turbulent, or conflicting emotion.
e Example: The tempestuous artist was known for his passionate outbursts and fiery temperament.
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e Synonyms: turbulent, stormy, tumultuous
e Antonyms: calm, serene, tranquil
Tenebrous
e Meaning: Dark, shadowy, or obscure.
e Example: The tenebrous alleyways of the city were a haven for criminals and ne’er-do-wells.
e Synonyms: dark, gloomy, shadowy
e Antonyms: bright, luminous, illuminated
Tergiversate
e Meaning: To make conflicting or evasive statements; equivocate.
e Example: The politician’s tendency to tergiversate made it difficult for voters to pin down his stance on key issues.
e Synonyms: equivocate, prevaricate, vacillate
Antonyms: (no antonyms)

Terpsichorean
¢ Meaning: Relating to dancing.
e Example: The terpsichorean extravaganza featured dancers from around the world performing in a variety of
styles.
¢ Synonyms: (no synonyms)
¢ Antonyms: (no antonyms)
Threnody
e Meaning: A lament; a song, hymn, or poem of mourning composed or performed in honor of a dead person.
e Example: The mournful threnody played as the casket was lowered into the ground, moving many of the
attendees to tears.
e Synonyms: lament, dirge, elegy
e Antonyms: paean, celebration
Tohubohu
¢ Meaning: A state of chaos; a confused mixture.
e Example: The stock market floor was in a state of tohubohu as traders shouted and gestured frantically.
e Synonyms: chaos, confusion, disorder
Antonyms: order, organization, calm

Transmute
e Meaning: To change in form, nature, or substance; transform.
Example: The alchemist’s goal was to transmute lead into gold, a feat that proved impossible.
Synonyms: transform, metamorphose, alter
Antonyms: preserve, maintain, conserve

Trepidation
¢ Meaning: A feeling of fear or anxiety about something that may happen.
e Example: The student approached the stage with trepidation, nervous about delivering his commencement
speech in front of such a large audience.
e Synonyms: fear, anxiety, apprehension
e Antonyms: confidence, assurance, calmness
Truculent
¢ Meaning: Eager or quick to argue or fight; aggressively defiant.
e Example: The truculent customer refused to leave the store, even after being told that the item he wanted was out
of stock.
e Synonyms: aggressive, belligerent, combative
e Antonyms: peaceful, amiable, genial
Tumescent
e Meaning: Swollen or becoming swollen, especially as a response to sexual arousal.
e Example: The tumescent prose of the romance novel was filled with flowery descriptions of passionate
encounters.
e Synonyms: swollen, engorged, turgid
e Antonyms: flaccid, shrunken, deflated
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Turpitude
¢ Meaning: Depravity or wickedness.
e Example: The corrupt politician’s moral turpitude was revealed when his shady dealings were exposed by
investigative journalists.
e Synonyms: depravity, wickedness, baseness
Antonyms: virtue, integrity, righteousness

Ubiquitous
¢ Meaning: Present, appearing, or found everywhere.
e Example: Smartphones have become ubiquitous in modern society, with people of all ages using them for
communication and entertainment.
e Synonyms: omnipresent, pervasive, widespread
e Antonyms: rare, scarce, uncommon

Unctuous

Meaning: (of a person) excessively or ingratiatingly flattering; oily.
e Example: The unctuous salesman’s insincere compliments and overblown promises left customers feeling
skeptical and manipulated.
e Synonymes: oily, smarmy, obsequious
e Antonyms: sincere, genuine, forthright
Undulate

¢ Meaning: To move with a smooth, wavelike motion.
Example: The fields of wheat undulated in the breeze, creating a mesmerizing pattern of golden waves.

e Synonyms: wave, ripple, fluctuate
Antonyms: (no antonyms)

Ursine
¢ Meaning: Relating to or resembling bears.
Example: The ursine creature that lumbered through the forest turned out to be a large, shaggy grizzly bear.
Synonyms: (no synonyms)
Antonyms: (no antonyms)

Vacillate

Meaning: To waver between different opinions or actions; be indecisive.
Example: The indecisive manager vacillated between the two project proposals, unable to make a final decision.

Synonyms: waver, fluctuate, oscillate
e Antonyms: decide, resolve, determine
Vainglorious
Meaning: Excessively proud of oneself or one’s achievements; overly vain.
e Example: The vainglorious actor never missed an opportunity to boast about his awards and celebrity status.
¢ Synonyms: boastful, conceited, egotistical
e Antonyms: humble, modest, self-effacing

Veracity
e Meaning: Conformity to facts; accuracy; habitual truthfulness.
e Example: The journalist’'s commitment to veracity ensured that her articles were always well-researched and
factually correct.
¢ Synonyms: truthfulness, accuracy, honesty
e Antonyms: dishonesty, deceit, falsehood
Verisimilitude
e Meaning: The appearance of being true or real.
e Example: The science fiction film's impressive special effects lent an air of verisimilitude to the alien landscapes
and creatures.
e Synonyms: realism, authenticity, believability
e Antonyms: implausibility, artificiality, unreality
Vermicular
e Meaning: Resembling a worm in form or motion.
e Example: The vermicular movements of the intestines are essential for proper digestion and nutrient absorption.
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e Synonyms: wormlike, sinuous, undulating
e Antonyms: (no antonyms)
Vitiate
e Meaning: To spoil or impair the quality or efficiency of something.
e Example: The athlete’s use of performance-enhancing drugs vitiated his record-breaking achievements, leading to
his disqualification.
Synonyms: impair, degrade, contaminate
Antonyms: enhance, improve, purify
Vituperative
e Meaning: Bitter and abusive.
e Example: The political commentator’s vituperative rants against the opposing party did little to encourage
thoughtful debate.
e Synonymes: abusive, scathing, virulent
e Antonyms: complimentary, flattering, laudatory

Vociferous
¢ Meaning: Loud and forceful in expression; vehement; clamorous.
e Example: The vociferous crowd chanted slogans and waved signs, demanding change from their elected officials.
e Synonyms: loud, boisterous, strident
e Antonyms: quiet, subdued, restrained
Winsome
e Meaning: Attractive or appealing in appearance or character.
e Example: The winsome child actor charmed audiences with her innocent smile and natural talent.
e Synonyms: charming, engaging, endearing
e Antonyms: repellent, unappealing, off-putting
Xanadu
e Meaning: An idealized place of great or idyllic magnificence and beauty.
e Example: The billionaire’s private island was a modern-day Xanadu, with lavish amenities and breathtaking
landscapes.
Synonyms: paradise, utopia, eden
e Antonyms: dystopia, wasteland, purgatory
Xanthic
Meaning: Of or relating to a yellow color.
Example: The xanthic hues of the autumn leaves created a stunning tapestry of gold and amber across the
mountainside.
e Synonyms: (no synonyms)
e Antonyms: (no antonyms)

Xenophobia
¢ Meaning: Dislike of or prejudice against people from other countries.
e Example: The rise of xenophobia in the country led to increased discrimination and violence against immigrant
communities.
e Synonyms: racism, nativism, bigotry
¢ Antonyms: tolerance, acceptance, inclusivity
Xylocarpous
e Meaning: (of a plant) Having fruit which becomes hard or woody.
Example: The xylocarpous coconut palm produces a large, woody fruit that is prized for its nutritious meat and
refreshing water.
e Synonyms: (no synonyms)
e Antonyms: (no antonyms)
Zephyr
¢ Meaning: A soft, gentle breeze.
e Example: The warm zephyr carried the sweet scent of blooming flowers through the open windows of the cottage.
e Synonyms: breeze, wind, breath
e Antonyms: gale, hurricane, blast
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Zymurgy
e Meaning: The branch of chemistry that deals with fermentation processes, as in brewing.
e Example: The craft beer enthusiast’s passion for zymurgy led him to experiment with different yeast strains and
brewing techniques.
Synonyms: (no synonyms)
Antonyms: (no antonyms)
Kerfuffle
e Meaning: A commotion or fuss, especially one caused by conflicting views.
Example: The proposed changes to the school curriculum caused a kerfuffle among parents, teachers, and
administrators.
e Synonyms: commotion, uproar, hubbub
e Antonyms: calm, tranquility, serenity
Abstemious
Meaning: Sparing or moderate in eating and drinking; temperate.
e Example: The abstemious monk subsisted on a simple diet of bread, vegetables, and water, avoiding rich or
indulgent foods.
e Synonyms: temperate, self-restrained, ascetic
e Antonyms: gluttonous, self-indulgent, hedonistic

Acumen
e Meaning: The ability to make good judgments and quick decisions, typically in a particular domain.
e Example: The successful entrepreneur’s business acumen helped her identify lucrative opportunities and navigate
challenges.
e Synonyms: astuteness, shrewdness, sharpness
e Antonyms: stupidity, density, obtuseness

Adumbrate
¢ Meaning: To report or represent in outline; to foreshadow or symbolize.
e Example: The novella’s opening chapter adumbrated the protagonist’s eventual downfall, hinting at the tragic
events to come.
e Synonyms: outline, sketch, foreshadow
e Antonyms: detail, elaborate, conceal
Alacrity
e Meaning: Brisk and cheerful readiness.
e Example: The volunteers approached their tasks with alacrity, eager to make a positive difference in their
community.
e Synonyms: eagerness, enthusiasm, promptness
e Antonyms: reluctance, hesitation, apathy

Anathema
¢ Meaning: Something or someone that one vehemently dislikes.
e Example: The dictator’s oppressive policies were anathema to the pro-democracy activists who sought to
overthrow his regime.
e Synonyms: abomination, bane, bugbear
e Antonyms: blessing, boon, love
Anodyne
¢ Meaning: Not likely to provoke dissent or offense; inoffensive, often deliberately so.
e Example: The politician’s anodyne remarks about the economy did little to address the public’s concerns about
rising income inequality.
e Synonyms: bland, innocuous, inoffensive
e Antonyms: provocative, controversial, inflammatory
Anomie
¢ Meaning: Lack of the usual social or ethical standards in an individual or group.
e Example: The period of rapid social change led to a sense of anomie among many people, as traditional norms
and values were challenged.
e Synonyms: alienation, normlessness, rootlessness
e Antonyms: integration, belonging, cohesion
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Antinomy
¢ Meaning: A contradiction between two beliefs or conclusions that are in themselves reasonable; a paradox.
e Example: The philosopher grappled with the antinomy of free will and determinism, seeking to reconcile the
apparent contradiction.
e Synonyms: paradox, contradiction, inconsistency
Antonyms: consistency, harmony, agreement

Aporia
e Meaning: An expression of doubt or uncertainty, especially for rhetorical effect.
e Example: The speaker’s aporia regarding the best course of action served to highlight the complexity of the issue
at hand.
e Synonyms: uncertainty, doubt, perplexity
e Antonyms: certainty, conviction, assurance
Apotheosis
Meaning: The highest point in the development of something; culmination or climax.
Example: The artist’s masterpiece was widely regarded as the apotheosis of her creative career, surpassing all her
previous works.
e Synonyms: pinnacle, apex, zenith
e Antonyms: nadir, bottom, low point
Arrogate
e Meaning: To take or claim (something) for oneself without justification.
e Example: The corrupt official arrogated the right to make decisions without consulting the committee, leading to

widespread resentment.
e Synonyms: appropriate, usurp, seize
e Antonyms: delegate, relinquish, surrender
Ataraxia
¢ Meaning: A state of freedom from emotional disturbance and anxiety; tranquility.
e Example: The Stoic philosophers sought to achieve a state of ataraxia through self-discipline and detachment
from worldly concerns.
e Synonyms: equanimity, serenity, composure
e Antonyms: anxiety, distress, agitation
Auspice
¢ Meaning: A divine or prophetic token; a sign of good or ill omen.
e Example: The sudden appearance of a rare bird on the morning of the wedding was interpreted as an auspice of a
happy and prosperous union.
e Synonyms: omen, portent, sign
e Antonyms: (no antonyms)
Autoschediastic
e Meaning: Done or made spontaneously, without preparation.
e Example: The jazz musician’s autoschediastic solo added an element of unpredictability and excitement to the
performance.
e Synonyms: spontaneous, improvised, extemporaneous
e Antonyms: planned, rehearsed, prepared

e Meaning: To state or assert to be true; affirm.

e Example: The witness averred that she had seen the defendant at the scene of the crime, providing crucial
evidence for the prosecution.

e Synonyms: assert, declare, affirm

e Antonyms: deny, negate, contradict

Béte noire

¢ Meaning: A person or thing that one particularly dislikes or dreads.

e Example: For the introverted student, public speaking was his béte noire, causing him intense anxiety and
apprehension.

e Synonyms: bugbear, nightmare, nemesis

e Antonyms: favorite, love, delight
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Bilious
¢ Meaning: Spiteful; bad-tempered.
e Example: The bilious old man’s constant complaints and criticism made him an unpleasant neighbor.
e Synonyms: irritable, peevish, ill-tempered
¢ Antonyms: good-natured, genial, affable
Bowdlerize
e Meaning: To remove material that is considered offensive or objectionable from (a text or account), especially with
the result that it becomes weaker or less effective.
e Example: The publisher insisted on bowdlerizing the novel, removing any passages that might be deemed too
explicit or controversial for a mainstream audience.
e Synonyms: censor, expurgate, sanitize
e Antonyms: uncensor, restore, reintroduce
Brouhaha
Meaning: A noisy and overexcited reaction or response to something.
e Example: The actor’s controversial statement sparked a media brouhaha, with pundits and commentators
debating its implications for days.
¢ Synonyms: fuss, uproar, commotion
e Antonyms: calm, quiet, tranquility
Cabal
¢ Meaning: A secret political clique or faction.
e Example: The president’s inner circle was rumored to be a cabal of wealthy donors and influential lobbyists who
shaped policy behind closed doors.
e Synonyms: faction, conspiracy, coterie
e Antonyms: (no antonyms)
Cachet
e Meaning: Prestige or status associated with something.
e Example: The exclusive resort’s cachet attracted wealthy patrons who sought to hobnob with celebrities and the
upper crust.
e Synonyms: prestige, status, reputation
e Antonyms: infamy, disrepute, dishonor

Caesura
e Meaning: A break or pause in a line of verse, typically near the middle.
e Example: The poet’s skillful use of caesura in the sonnet’s final line created a sense of anticipation and emphasis.
e Synonyms: pause, break, interruption
e Antonyms: (no antonyms)
Canard
¢ Meaning: An unfounded rumor or story.
e Example: The tabloid’s sensational headline about the celebrity’s secret marriage was nothing more than a
canard, with no basis in fact.
e Synonyms: rumor, hoax, false report
e Antonyms: fact, truth, reality
Capricious
Meaning: Given to sudden and unaccountable changes of mood or behavior.
Example: The capricious weather of early spring made it difficult to plan outdoor activities, as sunny skies could
quickly give way to rain or snow.
e Synonyms: fickle, mercurial, unpredictable
e Antonyms: constant, steady, predictable

Casuistry
¢ Meaning: The use of clever but unsound reasoning, especially in relation to moral questions; sophistry.
e Example: The politician’s casuistry allowed him to justify his actions, even when they clearly went against his
professed values.
e Synonyms: sophistry, equivocation, fallacy
Antonyms: logic, reason, soundness
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Catharsis
¢ Meaning: The process of releasing, and thereby providing relief from, strong or repressed emotions.
e Example: For many people, writing in a journal provides a catharsis, allowing them to express and process their
feelings in a safe, private space.
e Synonyms: release, purgation, cleansing
Antonyms: repression, suppression, build-up

Chimera
¢ Meaning: A thing that is hoped or wished for but in fact is illusory or impossible to achieve.
Example: The idea of a perfect, utopian society is a chimera, as human nature makes such an achievement
ultimately unattainable.
e Synonyms: illusion, fantasy, delusion
e Antonyms: reality, fact, truth
Chthonic
Meaning: Relating to or inhabiting the underworld.
e Example: The ancient Greeks believed in a pantheon of chthonic deities who ruled over the realm of the dead.
e Synonyms: subterranean, infernal, underworld
e Antonyms: celestial, heavenly, otherworldly

Circuitous
¢ Meaning: (of a route or journey) longer than the most direct way.
e Example: The hikers took a circuitous route through the forest, enjoying the scenic views and diverse wildlife
along the way.
e Synonyms: indirect, roundabout, winding
e Antonyms: direct, straight, straightforward
Circumlocution
¢ Meaning: The use of many words where fewer would do, especially in a deliberate attempt to be vague or evasive.
e Example: The bureaucrat’s circumlocution made it difficult for the citizen to understand the process for filing a
complaint.
e Synonyms: periphrasis, verbosity, prolixity
e Antonyms: concision, brevity, succinctness
Cleave
Meaning: To split or sever (something), especially along a natural line or grain.
e Example: The lumberjack’s axe cleaved the wood in two with a single, powerful stroke.
e Synonyms: split, chop, hew
e Antonyms: join, unite, mend

Compunction
¢ Meaning: A feeling of guilt or moral scruple that prevents or follows the doing of something bad.
e Example: The thief felt no compunction about stealing from the wealthy, believing they could easily afford the
loss.
e Synonyms: remorse, contrition, regret
e Antonyms: remorselessness, indifference, shamelessness
Concomitant
¢ Meaning: Naturally accompanying or associated.
e Example: The rise in online shopping has had the concomitant effect of increasing demand for packaging
materials and delivery services.
e Synonymes: attendant, accompanying, associated
e Antonyms: unrelated, separate, independent
Connotation
¢ Meaning: An idea or feeling that a word invokes in addition to its literal or primary meaning.
e Example: The word “home” has connotations of warmth, family, and security that go beyond its literal meaning of
a place where one lives.
e Synonyms: overtone, undertone, implication
e Antonyms: denotation, literal meaning

Contumacious
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e Meaning: Stubbornly or willfully disobedient to authority.

e Example: The contumacious student repeatedly disrupted class, ignoring the teacher’s warnings and refusing to
follow the rules.

e Synonyms: rebellious, insubordinate, defiant

Antonyms: obedient, compliant, submissive

Convivial

Meaning: (of an atmosphere or event) friendly, lively, and enjoyable.
Example: The convivial atmosphere of the dinner party encouraged lively conversation and laughter among the

guests.
e Synonyms: jovial, genial, amiable
e Antonyms: unfriendly, hostile, antagonistic
Coruscate
e Meaning: (of light) flash or sparkle.
e Example: The city skyline coruscated with the light of countless windows and neon signs, creating a dazzling
display.
e Synonyms: sparkle, glitter, scintillate
e Antonyms: dull, dim, darken
Crepuscular
¢ Meaning: Relating to or resembling twilight; dim or indistinct.
e Example: In the crepuscular light of dawn, the shapes of the trees and buildings were barely discernible, blending
into the murky shadows.
Synonyms: twilit, dusky, dim
e Antonyms: bright, luminous, radiant

Cynosure

Meaning: A person or thing that is the center of attention or admiration.

Example: The star athlete was the cynosure of the party, with fans clamoring for autographs and photos.
e Synonymes: focal point, center of attention, attraction

¢ Antonyms: wallflower, nobody, nonentity

Danse macabre
¢ Meaning: A medieval allegory of the universality of death, showing skeletons dancing with people from all walks
of life.
e Example: The artist’s painting depicted a danse macabre, with grinning skeletons leading kings, peasants, and
clergy in a haunting procession.
e Synonyms: death dance, dance of death
e Antonyms: (no antonyms)
Debonair
e Meaning: (of a man) confident, stylish, and charming.
Example: The debonair gentleman in the tailored suit and fedora turned heads as he strolled through the lobby of
the upscale hotel.
e Synonyms: suave, sophisticated, urbane
e Antonyms: awkward, boorish, uncouth

Deipnosophist
¢ Meaning: A person who is an adept conversationalist at table.
e Example: The dinner party was a great success, with the host and guests all proving to be engaging
deipnosophists who enlivened the meal with witty repartee.
e Synonyms: raconteur, conversationalist, wit
e Antonyms: bore, dullard, wallflower
Deracinate
¢ Meaning: To uproot or displace from one’s geographical, social, or cultural environment.
e Example: The rapid gentrification of the neighborhood threatens to deracinate the long-time residents, forcing
them to move to more affordable areas.
e Synonyms: uproot, displace, disenfranchise
e Antonyms: root, establish, enfranchise
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Descant
e Meaning: Talk tediously or at length; discourse.
e Example: The professor would often descant on obscure philosophical topics, leaving his students more confused
than enlightened.
e Synonyms: discourse, expatiate, hold forth
Antonyms: summarize, condense, abridge

Desideratum
¢ Meaning: Something that is needed or wanted.
Example: A reliable public transportation system is a desideratum for any growing city, as it reduces traffic
congestion and improves quality of life.
e Synonyms: requirement, necessity, essential
e Antonyms: surplus, excess, luxury
Detente
Meaning: The easing of hostility or strained relations, especially between countries.
Example: The signing of the treaty marked a new era of detente between the two nations, as they put aside their
past differences and worked towards peace.
e Synonymes: truce, rapprochement, thaw
e Antonyms: hostility, tension, estrangement

Diablerie
¢ Meaning: Mischievous or cruel behavior; black magic or sorcery.
e Example: The children’s diablerie often tested their parents’ patience, as they played pranks and engaged in
minor acts of mischief.
Synonyms: mischief, devilry, roguishness
Antonyms: innocence, virtue, benevolence
Diatribe
Meaning: A forceful and bitter verbal attack against someone or something.
Example: The politician launched into a diatribe against his opponent, accusing them of corruption and
incompetence.
e Synonyms: tirade, harangue, polemic
e Antonyms: praise, eulogy, panegyric

© 2024 GKToday | Edition: March, 2024 | Printed Book & Notes at : GKTBOOKS.COM | Page: 22



