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Sevdalinka is a traditional Bosnian love song that has recently gained recognition, and
added to UNESCO’s National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage. The song, often
referred to as the Balkan Blues, reflects a rich cultural history and emotional depth.
Historical Background
Sevdalinka dates back to the 16th century. It originated in the South Slavic regions and
combines elements of South Slavic poetry with music influenced by the Ottoman Empire.
The genre has evolved over centuries, retaining its melancholic essence.
Musical Characteristics
Sevdalinka is typically performed as a cappella or accompanied by traditional instruments,
such as the lute and the saz. The songs are characterized by their emotional lyrics and
intricate melodies, often conveying themes of love and longing.
The performance of Sevdalinka is cultural practice in Bosnia and Herzegovina. It is
commonly sung at family gatherings and community events, allowing for the transmission
of cultural values and stories across generations.
Contemporary Influence
In recent years, younger musicians have revitalised Sevdalinka, introducing modern
interpretations. Artists like Damir Imamovic have played a very important role in
expanding its appeal, winning accolades for their innovative approaches. Imamovic’s
SevdahLab project aims to promote Sevdalinka on a global scale.
Key Figures
Enes Salman is a prominent folk musician dedicated to preserving the tradition of
Sevdalinka. He has been performing since the age of 14. Ethno-musicologist Zanin Berbic
also contributes to the genre, emphasising its historical significance and cultural
narratives.
The inclusion of Sevdalinka in UNESCO’s World Heritage list marks milestone. This
recognition helps raise awareness of the song’s importance and encourages further
exploration of Bosnia’s rich cultural heritage.

GKToday Notes:

Sevdalinka: Sevdalinka, known as the Balkan Blues, is a traditional Bosnian love1.
song. It dates back to the 16th century, blending South Slavic poetry with
Ottoman musical influences.
UNESCO Intangible Heritage: Sevdalinka was added to UNESCO’s National2.
Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage. This recognition marks its cultural
significance and promotes awareness of Bosnia’s rich musical traditions.
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